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Vice Commodore,
Dave Ryan

Club Commodore,
Mike Powers

G

reetings from your Commodore! The 2014
MBC Regatta just wrapped up and was a
great success! While the rain was a factor, it
didn’t keep everyone from having a good time!
I want to say THANK YOU to all of our hardworking members that helped with the set-up,
the tear-down, and the actual operation of our
Regatta over the weekend –it takes a lot of people working together to stage an event like the
Regatta!
I’d like to recognize the following individuals
for their efforts this year: V/C Dave Ryan headed things up for Regatta and helped to keep all
us on track, from start to finish! R/C Bill Amatucci and our bartenders, with the help of the Beer
Tent volunteers, did a super job making sure we
weren’t thirsty throughout the weekend.
PFC Rob Schneider coordinated the late
evening pizza sales and again provided the
pump for filling the water tanks. SFC John
Kauffman, Marti Reed and the Sail Fleet provided an excellent breakfast for everyone on Saturday and Sunday mornings. D/M Dave Collino
and his team did a super job handling the visiting boats.
Financial Secretary Larry Inguagiato and his
wife Mary Kay, supported the wristband and
ticket booths as well as handling the financial
portion of the event. The Blue Gavel hosted an
outstanding Steak Roast on Friday night. The
Food Tent was chaired by Auxiliary President
Kim Fuller, and as always, the Auxiliary and
everyone who worked the Food Tent did a wonderful job.
Our Auctioneer, Jim Alban, did a fantastic job
once again. DJ Wally spun the tunes in between
the Lazy River Band’s sets. CCEC Chair Charlotte Neuhauser coordinated the annual Children’s Fishing Derby.
All four Directors played significant roles: P/C
Wendy Campbell was instrumental for set-up
and tear-down, P/C Rick Campbell made sure
our drainage system were up to snuff, P/C
Rodger Dutton headed up the Blue Gavel Steak
Roast obtained by P/C Brian Moyer. I’m sure
I’ve missed someone (continued on page 5….

A

ugust is here, and the boating season is in
full swing with many MBC members enjoying the nearly perfect conditions to visit the
club, take the boat out on the water, or participate in a Club Cruise or Tuesday night sail.
The Fourth of July was an opportunity to do
everything, with a day cruise towards the Harbor
Light and return to the club for a pot luck at the
BBQ Pavilion. Expanding the pavilion’s space
with the newly installed pavers donated by P/C
TK” Tom Konopka has increased the function
and usefulness for everyone, and it looks great,
too.
During July, the main entrance to the club
has seen the completion of the Compass Rose
area as Charlotte Neuhauser and Kyle Harris
have completed the landscaping. The view of
the nautical compass, the flagpole in the background and the marina beyond is a very nice
greeting to everyone approaching our club and
docks.
The final weekend of July was the 2014 Mariners Second Chance Regatta at MBC. Months
of planning culminated on Wednesday when a
crew of at least 32 members arrived at 9am to
begin setting up all the tents, equipment, stages
and food vending areas. A fleet of trucks departed for DBBC and Swan Boat Club to transport
tables and equipment that are needed. A similar
sized team continued the work Thursday, with
such great work done that there was no last
minute worries when Friday arrived.
DJ Wally Lynch started off the party on Friday, and members were ready and staffing all
the booths. The Auxiliary had excellent food
going under the tent, the Blue Gavel hosted a
steak roast inside, and visitors were having a
great time all around. Even a minor rain sprinkle
only moved people into the big tent where the
atmosphere was festive.
Saturday arrived warm and sunny, our club
ready to go again thanks to the morning cleanup crew, and the Sail Fleet Breakfast served to
over 130 people. At the Commodore’s Reception, nearly every area Commodore dressed in
their summer whites and came to congratulate
our Commodore (continued on page 5…….

Rear Commodore,
Bill Amatucci

A

nother Regatta in the books!

I want to thank all the members
who have helped out at the big
show. Without you this would not
have happened.
Please place on your calendar
the following upcoming events:







Aug 14 - Quarter Mania
Aug 15 - The Blues Brothers (back
room)
Aug 16 - Car Show/Manny’s Mexican Dinner
Aug 23 - NAME THAT TUNE

August is gonna be fun!

AYC Poker Run Opening of the Cards

Ford Yacht Club
August 15-17

Club/Community
Events Committee,

tors, and many Board discussions, but final approval
to complete the project by July 25 was given at the
July General Membership meeting.

Charlotte Neuhauser

Please express your appreciation to the following
people: Mike Powers and Dave Ryan for their support, Kyle Harris (Kyle’s Lawn and Landscaping) for
designing and implementing the landscape process,
Jim Hensley as major assistant to Kyle in the landscaping process, Steve McCollum for donation and
placement of the boulders, the numerous volunteers
who assisted along the way, and the anonymous
benefactors who supported the project financially.

Activities:
Sep 18, 6:30 pm…2014-15 CCEC Planning Meeting
Kids’ Fishing Derby - July 26, Hoffman
Access Park…25 children, primarily
from the community, fished. The event
was co-sponsored by MBC, MPS, and
the DNR. The weather was perfect,
the kids had a great time, the volunteers enjoyed the setting, and fish were caught. A short
fishing clinic led by the DNR representative kicked off
the derby. The “frosting on the cake” for the kids (and
probably the adults too) was watching the LEOPA
boats pass by.
Parents of the children expressed their appreciation
for this event and asked for more than one event per
year. For most of the children and their parents, fishing
was a new experience. You should have seen the
excitement of the 6-year old boy who caught the first
fish (12 inches). Neither he nor his parents had ever
fished. Prizes awarded consisted of four fishing poles,
contributed by the MSU Monroe Alumni Association led
by Mike McCormick, and two scholarships to the MPS
Fishing Camp, contributed by June Knabusch. Our
appreciation to MSU (Mike) and June for these gracious donations. Our appreciation also goes to the Erie
Party Store for Joe’s contribution of free bait. The volunteers who worked were: June Knabusch, Brian Moyer, Barbara Valmassei, Carol Zielinski, and Don Blouin who monitored safety along the shore. Thank you to
all …great job!
Regatta Used Book Sale and MBC
Membership Booth…Thank you to all
of you who bought books or just
stopped by the booth to chat. The sale
went well, but more people are acquiring books on Kindle or IPad. This
comment was shared by several people, but they said
they continue to like to hold the paper backs in their
hands. Times are changing! Membership information
was available, and one couple that we’re aware of took
an application form which they intend to complete.
Considering the rain delays, the day went well. Thank
you to those who helped in the booth: Greg and Kelly
Arndt, Don Blouin, Darlene Ley, and Barbara Valmassei.
History of the Compass Rose Project.
Now Completed. In May 2013, Fred
Lemerand and Paul Braunlich suggested a compass rose would be an
appropriate addition to the Club
grounds. The CCEC took on the project, the Board approved, and we’re
happy to report the project was completed in time for
Regatta of 2014.
On September 26, 2013, an open meeting was held
for all club members to share their ideas for the project,
including the location and the design. Using the ideas
generated, a plan was presented to the Board which
was approved. Requests for bids were sent to all suggested contractors, and the final selection was approved by the Board. Throughout the project, we experienced 6 months of winter, spring weather delays,
volunteer scheduling issues, coordination of contrac-

CCEC Planning Meeting. September 18, 6:30 pm in Commodore’s
Room. During this past year the
events we sponsored were
presentations on the Toledo Lighthouse and End-of-Life Issues, the
production and sale of the MBC
Cookbook, Dealing with Disaster Day, the Compass
Rose Project, the Environmental Career Day for 126
7th Graders from Monroe Junior High School, and the
Fishing Derby.
If you support the types of events we sponsor for
the Club, please help by attending the meeting and
sharing your ideas for next year.

Auxiliary,
Kim Fuller

I

hope everyone had a good time at the Regatta...I
sure did even though I was working :)
I would like to thank everyone who worked in the
food tent...everyone did a fantastic job! I would also
like to thank Gail McCormick and Linda Palm for
Chairing the Commodore's Reception and all of the
people who helped them make it a success. The
room was beautiful, the spread you put out was great,
and I received many compliments...thanks again
everyone!
The next Boater's Breakfast will be held Sun. Aug.
24th from 9am-noon. Come out for an all-you-can-eat
breakfast for $7...you will not be disappointed! If you
still need work hours, we need donations of coffee
cakes or pastries for the Breakfast (earns two hours).
Contact me at 734-848-8526, or e-mail
scottfuller64@charter.net ...or just deliver to the club
by 9am Sunday! Remember, work hours must be
completed by September 1st.
Our next meeting will be held on Wed. Sep. 24th
(Board at 7pm; General at 7:30pm). At this meeting
we will seek an Election Chair and to compile a slate
for 2015 Officers and Board Members. Voting takes
place at the Annual Meeting in October. Anyone
interested in any positions should attend this meeting.
The Book Club is reading “NYPD Red” by James
Patterson, and gatherings will resume on September
3rd at noon. We have lunch at the club and discuss
the book.
That's it for now....see you around the club!

Dock Master,
David Collino

Power Fleet Capt.
Rob Schneider

H

ello to all!
It has been two months since I have
last written about current news at our Club.
The Poker Runs have been wellattended by our club this year. A record 13
boats attended the first at Cooley Canal,
and five members that will qualify at the last
cruise for an attendance flag. Ford Yacht
Club is the last AYC Poker Run this season
on August 15-17. Their Regatta is the opening of the cards and cash awards to the
lucky boater with the best hand. FYC has a
beautiful clubhouse and grounds, with a
lovely view of the Detroit River. As Ford is
also hosting a sailboat race that weekend,
docking may be at a premium. So plan to
be there early as I understand there are
large numbers expected.
Please join us for a Club Cruise to Port
Clinton the weekend of August 22nd-24th
(sign-up sheet in the bar). This a great
place to meet new faces, make new friends
and enhance old friendships at our club.
You will have a great time!
I want to thank everyone for their help at
our Regatta.
We have 30-40 days left for premium
boating, life is short, boats are cool! So get
out there and enjoy…

M

BC’s Regatta is history.

Mr. Vice Commodore, contrary to
what you thought going in, you threw one
heck of a party! Congratulations on a job
well done. Every member that contributed
to the effort should be proud of the work
they did.
The docks were not as busy as last year
during an AYC poker run, but it still kept me
hopping all weekend long. We docked 10
visiting boats including a couple of very late
arrivals and assisted LEOPA in rafting their
boats in the front well. Thanks to everyone
that put in hours working with me on the
docks. Especially Ray Barker and Tom Dover for repairing the utilities pedestal on
Friday morning and Rick Boose for all the
hours spent working the docks over the
weekend. Even with a bum knee I knew
Rick was there when I couldn’t be.
We did have a dock water issue starting
Saturday evening that was repaired on Sunday by our Vice Commodore, Power Fleet
Captain, and Past Commodores Dutton,
Moyer, and Stokes….thanks guys for jumping right on that! I apologize for any inconvenience shutting the water off Sunday
morning may have caused any of our dock
holders.

Sail Fleet Captain,
John Kauffman

T

here has been much activity within the
Sail Fleet since our last Harbor Light report.
On the racing front, we completed the first
half of the summer racing schedule with the
conclusion of the Tuesday night “Spring” Series
July 8th (see results box).
The 47th Race for the Sisters was held on
July 19th. Conditions were decent for the JAM
fleet that sailed the short course and stayed on
the West side of the islands; all boats finished
the 15.5 mile course before 3pm and the first
boat to finish completed the course with an
average speed just under 6 mph.
The PHRF Fleet had a very long day. They
started the race at 10:10am and the first boat to
finish the 25.8 mile course was at 6:38pm which
was over 8 hours at an average speed of just
over 3 miles per hour. We only had 2 boats
finish the course with the rest of the fleet dropping out of the race due to no wind conditions
on the east side of the islands. Thanks to Rich
Potcova for being the Race Chairman and also
Race Committee boat and team for this year's
race.
On the cruising front, we are still accepting

FLAG OFFICERS for 2014
Commodore.........................................................MIKE POWERS
(734) 546-2382 mnpowers@radideo.net

applications from both SAIL and POWER
BOATS for the Cruising Class Flag. If you are
interested in tracking your boating miles and
participating in the cruising class this year, applications and checks can be sent to MBC in care
of the Sail Fleet Captain. Applications are available on the MBC website; go to the “Boating”
section and there is a “Cruising Class” tab.
The Sail Fleet hosted the Regatta Breakfasts
on Saturday and Sunday again this year. A huge
thanks to the Sail Fleet’s own “Chef” Martie
Reed who coordinated the breakfast for the Sail
fleet again this year, and supervised all of the
volunteers who helped prepare, serve, and clean
up after the breakfasts both days. The food was
fantastic and about 200 breakfasts were served
over the two days. Special thanks to Al Michaud,
Gary Griffith, John Davis, Charlie Simons, Ron
Stokes, Dan Williamson, Peggy Hillen, Jackie
Heil, Bob Zaki, Joe and Leann Snyder, and Carolyn Dutton who joined me as part of the breakfast crew. Additional thanks to those who contributed baked goods for the breakfasts.
With Regatta over, we are now over half way
through this year's boating season, and before
we know it, the season will be over.
So take the opportunity to use all the great
facilities we have. It's our club, come out and
enjoy it.
See you at the club!

Tuesday Night Spring Series Results - PHRF
1.

Rich Potcova - Short Bus

2.

Don Fillion - Shere Khan

3.

Al Michaud - Pink Panther

Tuesday Night Spring Series Results - JAM
1.

Dennis Kwapis - Mischief

2.

John Davis - Footloose

3.

Gary Griffith - Second Wind

Sisters Race - PHRF
1. Roger Stark - Abracadabra
2. Al "Chip" Gossman - Mojito
Sisters Race - JAM A
1. Matt Kern - Discover
2. Jim Davis - Orange Crate
3. Tim Branson - Jagen
Sisters Race - JAM B
1. Neal Thurber - Ms. T
2. Bill Pribe - Wing Jammin’
3. Dick Hamilton - La Chiva

BOARD of DIRECTORS

FINANCE COMMITTEE

P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton -

Cmdr. Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton Tom Snarey - P/C Paul Braunlich Fred Lemerand - Bill Huntley

P/C Wendy Campbell - P/C Rick Campbell

Vice Commodore….................................................DAVE RYAN

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS

(419) 260-9578 dryan@bex.net

President.............................................................P/C Ron Soto

Rob Schneider - AT LARGE: P/C Ron Stokes

Rear Commodore..........................................BILL AMATUCCI

Vice President…………………...................P/C Rodger Dutton

AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Rick Campbell - P/C Ron Soto -

Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci

John Kauffman

(734)335-6118, (734) 837-6095 wamatucci@comcast.net
Power Fleet Captain...................................ROB SCHNEIDER
(910) 487-2020 robertschneider@comcast.net

Treasurer................................ ….................P/C Paul Braunlich
Chaplin ................................... ...…....................P/C Ric Murray
Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray
P/C Jim Kozlowski

Sail Fleet Captain….....................................JOHN KAUFFMAN
(734) 279-0232 johnrkauffmanjr@gmail.com

Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato
Treasurer..........................................................Lance Peidmonte
Secretary..................................................................Fred Hoitash
Dock Master…........................................................David Collino

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

larry.inguagiato@mac.com
______________________________________________
NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT”
Editor..........................................................John Glanville, Jr.

Vice Pres….............................................................Kathy Powers

(734) 241-2824 paragon25556@juno.com

Secretary ................................. ….........................Diane Costello
Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS

20th of each month

President……………………………...….…………...Carol Smith

Membership Chair.......................................................Jim Alban

Vice-President……............................................Sheri Amatucci

Obituaries......(MI) - P/C Paul Braunlich; (OH) - Jim Brzuchalski
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ILYA Delegate........................................................Mike Powers

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme

Parliamentarian ..............................................P/C David Powell
Fleet Surgeon ……...........................................Dr. Vicki Collins

Roster & E-mail address changes.................Larry Inguagiato

President ................................. …...............................Kim Fuller

Historian..........................William Huntley/Charlotte Neuhauser

Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert

AYC DELEGATES: Larry Inguagiato - Brian Moyer -

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK!

_______________________________________________
Monroe Boat Club Web Site: www.monroeboatclub.org
Webmaster.....................................................Larry Inguagiato
larry.inguagiato@mac.com

View the Harbor Light and other club events online!

Membership
Report
- Jim Alban

47th “Race for the Sisters”
July 19, 2014
Award flags being presented by
Commodore Mike Powers and Sail
Fleet Captain John Kauffman

Thomas Henkel applied for
and was approved to be reinstated as a regular member of MBC.
Tom and his wife Nancy reside in Toledo, OH where
Tom is retired from involvement in the restaurant and
food business.
He still does catering and is
interested in assisting with
our kitchen needs.
Tom's hobbies include golf
and enjoying his 1930 Model A Ford; his boating interests are sailboats.
Welcome Back Aboard Tom!"

Thank you Race Chair
Rich Potcova and the entire
Race Committee team

From the Commodore,
cont’d………………………..

From the Vice Commodore,
cont’d………………………..

or some group – I apologize in advance!
Although these people headed up a significant portion – it was the members who pitched
in to help that makes our Regatta the great
event it has become...Thank you one and all!
A very special THANK YOU goes to the Auxiliary for putting on an outstanding Commodores
Reception! This event was chaired by Linda
Palm and Gail McCormick and their team did a
superb job with the decorations and presenting
the excellent food for the reception. They also
coordinated the fund raising events that more
than covered the decorating and food costs of
the reception!
Saturday, September 13th – Hold the Date! I
invite the entire membership of MBC and their
guests to join me for Commodore’s Members
Reception on Saturday, September 13th in the
club’s backroom. We’ll celebrate the club’s accomplishments of the year and tell tall tales of
our boating exploits of the summer with hors
d’oeuvres and libations! More details will be
provided in the September Harbor Light, but I
want to let everyone know what I’m planning so
you can put it on your calendars!
The Compass Rose project is now complete
and looks fantastic! Charlotte Neuhauser headed up the project, with the help of Kyle Harris
and many others. I received many compliments
from our members as well as those from other
clubs – drop by the club to check it out!
The club’s next big event is the Annual Car
Show on August 15th and 16th. This is coordinated by R/C Billy Amatucci and is a super
event – please see his report for more information! I’m hoping Billy brings his car in – it’s
been winning national level awards and should
be a beauty to see!
Officer nominations and elections for 2015
are rapidly coming upon us! Please consider
running for a leadership position in the club.
Please remember that it’s your club – its success and viability rests with each of us! If you or
a member you know are thinking of running for
office, please contact any officer or the nominating committee (P/C Rodger Dutton and Dave
Amer).
There are many events and activities scheduled for the rest of the summer at Monroe Boat
Club. Please watch the calendar, website,
MBC’s Facebook page, club bulletin boards,
and your email for updates!

Mike Powers and Lady Kathy. AYC Commodore
Dan Thomas addressed the crowd, telling all of
the respect and admiration MBC holds in the
marine community. He introduced the Indian
Hills Boat Club Commodore and noted IHBC
was founded in 1956 but has never had a Commodore’s Ball. That will change this fall as Commodore Powers and MBC, with the generosity of
the AYC, will host the first ball for Indian Hills BC
on Oct 25 at our club.
Saturday’s warm night contributed to a lot of
fun for the large crowd dancing under the tent,
and partying in every corner of the club. Sunday
morning began with another excellent Sail Fleet
breakfast by Martie Reed, and then the clean up
crew began the big job of taking down all the
equipment, and by Monday afternoon the parking lot was re-opened for business as usual.
There are literally hundreds of volunteers that
make the Regatta a reality. The work hours that
go into the weekend are important to operate the
event, but maybe more importantly, we got to
know some new friends and appreciate how
good it is to be a member of MBC.
Thank you to each member who assisted in
the planning, set up, execution, and clean up of
a very successful 2014 Regatta!
During August, those who have stored a boat
on MBC grounds will find a Winter Storage Application arrive in the mail. We are rolling out a
new storage system, and returning this by Labor
Day will guarantee you a storage location for the
winter. There are many trailers in Summer storage, and several members have received their
Storage Permit decals already. If you have a
trailer in the storage area please be sure to
download the application from the website Members section. Make sure your trailer (or boat) has
the permit, so we don’t have to remove it from
our yard.
DRyan@bex.net or phone 419-260-9578

I’ll see you around the club!
Your Commodore

A Special Message
from the Commodore
It is with a heavy heart and
deep regret that I must inform my fellow members
that our Past Commodore
Thomas R. “TK” Konopka
passed away on Tuesday,
July 29th.
TK joined Monroe Boat
Club in 1984 and served as
Dock Master from 2004
through 2006, Vice Commodore in 2007, Commodore in 2008, and Director
for 2009 through
2012. From 2009 through
2013, he also served as one
of Monroe Boat Club’s delegates to the Associated
Yacht Clubs. K was the
President of the Monroe
Boat Club Chapter of the
Blue Gavel in 2010 and
2011.
His many contributions
to Monroe Boat Club include construction of the
Regatta Ticket Booth, and
his involvement in and support of so many activities
and events around the
club. His knowledge of
what was stored in the club
and where it was stored was
amazing!
We will miss his smile, his
anecdotes, and his involvement in the club very
much. Our heartfelt condolences go to his family and
all of his friends at the club
and elsewhere.

MONROE BOAT CLUB
7932 Bolles Harbor Drive
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-243-8935

Member AYC, ILYA , YCA
and
US Sailing Assn.

BE ONE OF

MONROE BOAT CLUB CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE
Tuesday Night Races
August 5, 12, 19, 26
September 2, 9
1 - Celebration of Life (P/C
Thomas Konopka)
1-3 - ILYA Sail Regatta
6-9 - ILYA Powerboat Regatta
9 - NCYC Ladies Sailboat Race
10 - MBC Ladies Sailboat Race
13 - Board Meeting 6:30pm
Gen membership Mtg. 7pm
14 - “Quarter Mania”
15-17 - Poker Run/ Opening of the
Cards (FYC)
16 - Solo Challenge Sailboat Race
16 - Car Show
- Solo Sailors Race
- Manny’s Mexican Dinner
22-24 - Club Cruise to PCYC
31 - PCYC Green Island Race

BOATER’S BREAKFAST
9 AM- 12:30 PM
August 24, September 28

HAPPY HOUR Mon-Fri 12-6pm

BURGER NIGHT

1 - Happy Labor Day!
3 - Book Club 12n
10 - Board Meeting 7pm
13 - Members Reception
19 - 40+ Work Hours Steak Roast
20 - NCYC Fall Bay Regatta
24 - Gen. Membership Mtg. 7pm
27 - PCYC Snow Flurries Regatta

Thursdays 5:30-8:00 pm
Offering Delicious
Homemade
Soup!

Stay up to date with all of the club’s events on the web site: www.monroeboatclub.org

