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Vice Commodore,
Dave Ryan

Club Commodore,
Mike Powers

G

reetings from your Commodore!

It’s hard to believe that it’s already September! Kathy (SWMBO) and I have enjoyed a
very busy and fun-filled summer representing
Monroe Boat Club at regattas and receptions,
meeting lots of great people and renewing old
friendships! Although summer is nearly over
and fall is quickly approaching, there’s lots of
good boating left yet this season!
I regret to inform you that P/C Thomas “TK”
Konopka passed away on July 29th. He joined
Monroe Boat Club in 1984, served as Dock
Master in 2004, 2005, and 2006, Vice Commodore in 2007, Commodore in 2008, and Director
for 2009 through 2012. TK was the President of
the Monroe Boat Club Chapter of the International Order of the Blue Gavel in 2010 and 2011.
His many contributions to Monroe Boat Club
include the ticket booth we use at each regatta
and his always assisting with regatta set-up.
We will miss his smile and humorous anecdotes, but most of all his guidance and advice at
the club very much. Our heartfelt condolences
go to his family.
The Annual Car Show was a big hit once
again, with great weather for walking around
looking at all the super cars. Thanks to Billy
Amatucci and his team, including the Blue Gavel, for putting on this fantastic weekend event
once again! By the way, Billy did bring his
award-winning car to the show – any of you who
saw it now know why it has been winning honors at the major car shows!
Saturday, September 13th – I invite the
entire membership of Monroe Boat Club and
their guests to join myself and Lady Kathy for
the Commodore’s Members Reception on Saturday, September 13th in the club’s backroom.
We’ll celebrate the club’s accomplishments of
the year and tell tall tales of our boating exploits
of the summer with hors d’oeuvres and libations!
The reception will run from 6 to 8 pm and will be
followed by entertainment at the club. Please
join us for a great evening!
Officer nominations (continued on page 2)

“W

ow, this place is really pretty!”
That’s the first thing that a golf-cart
full of college- aged family members said as
they pulled up to the seawall Friday night before
the Car Show.
Sometimes we forget how nice our club really is. Mike McCormick waters the flowers daily,
the grass is cut before the weekend rush, and
while there are always projects to do, members
pitch in and keep things looking ship-shape.
Visitors notice. The young people on the golf
cart were Rodger and Carolyn Dutton’s nieces
and nephews Tiffany, Jackie, Kevin and friend
Emily who were in town visiting for the weekend, while Rodger’s father Jim even brought his
car in for Saturday’s show.
The Car show, annually organized by Billy
Amatucci, brought in more than a hundred visitors to our club, and all enjoyed DJ Wally’s music and entertainment. If you did not crawl under
Billy’s car to see the spotless, perfectly painted
underside, you have no idea of the effort and
detail Billy puts into his award-winning vehicles.
Later that day, Manny Barbosa and his crew
put on an authentic Mexican dinner that somehow gets better every year. Also visiting the club
were several regional sailors competing in the
MBC Solo Challenge sail race, following the
previous week’s Ladies Race attracting many
women to the club and post-race festivities.
There was the Special Olympics
“Quartermania” that brought in a standing room
only crowd on Burger Thursday, and the kitchen
crew did quite a job serving a record number of
burgers out of both the front and back of the
house.
A staffed membership table with applications
was available at these events, and in addition to
the formal materials, it also takes just a little
initiative on your part to ask a friend or visitor to
consider an MBC Membership. First year’s initiation or dues would make a great Christmas
gift, wouldn’t it?
This month was also I-LYA’s annual Regatta,
better known as Bay Week. Our Commodore
Mike Powers is the Power Regatta Secretary,
and our (continued on page 2…………..…….)

Rear Commodore,
Bill Amatucci

I

t's that time of the year when the
nights grow shorter and thoughts
of fall are in the air. It's also time to
seriously think about who is going
to run our boat club. We need
members to step up and fill the
shoes of members in the past who
have volunteered their time and talents to keep costs down and enjoyment levels high.
As the outgoing Rear, I want to
thank our Bar Staff for the honest
and excellent working relationship
we have had. They have gone
above and beyond on the demands
placed on them...truly a great crew
to work with. They just can't believe
that they could cook that much but
they did and have pleased all the
members (except maybe two). In
addition, Greg Loop has been my
right hand man this year along with
Jim Hensley and Mike Anteau. Anything I asked they would handle...tank You all!
September is going to be a busy
month! We have Captain Sweet
Shoes playing the tunes on August
30th, and the return of our club’s
favorite Soul Kitchen on the 27th of
Sept. We will also have “Name That
Tune” one more time. Steve Bryant
has become a crowd favorite.
Please keep your eye on the
boards to stay informed, and please
give some serious thought to running for a critical office of the club.

Sail Fleet Captain,
John Kauffman

I

t's hard to believe, but there is only one
week left in our Tuesday Night racing
series. There will be a three week JAM
Rum Series for the Tuesday night crowd,
but we are winding down the 2014 season.
We hosted two major races since the last
Harbor Light: the Ladies Race on August
10, and the Solo Challenge on August 16.
Both races offered great sailing conditions
and were enjoyable for those that participated.
Thanks to Ladies Race Chair Dan
Sadoski for running the Race Committee
and coordinating the post race activities,
and to Casey Fillion for assisting with registration. Winners were:
JAM A
1. Leslie Dietsch - Discover - PPBC
2. Carolyn Dutton - White Star - MBC
3. Casey Fillion - Shere Khan - MBC
JAM B
1. Ada West - Anyhoo II - MBC
2. Kelly Becker - Chasseur - MBC
3. Jackie Heil - American Pie - MBC
Thanks to Solo Race Chair Walt Norris for
being Race Committee and coordinating
race registration, with help from Casey Fillion. Winners were:
JAM A
1. Lee Elekonich - Yeah Buoy - NCYC
2. Tim Branson - Jagen - TIYC
3. Don Fillion - Shere Khan - MBC
JAM B
1. Dave Ryan - Chasseur - MBC
2. Dan Sadoski- Hat Trick - MBC
3. Ed Heil - American Pie - MBC

On the cruising front, the rendezvous at
Port Clinton Yacht Club August 22-24 is
complete. We'll have an update on the trip
next month.
In September, the Sail Fleet will be busy
hosting Burger Nights for the month. Come
on out and enjoy a good burger at the club.
Lastly, September is the month that officer nominations are due. Please let me
know if you are interested in learning more
about the Sail Fleet position. See you at
the club!

Auxiliary,
Kim Fuller

Dock Master,
David Collino

A

s we are nearing the end of the of the
2014 officers term, I regret to inform
you that I will not be running for a second
term as Dock Master or another club office.
This decision is by no means a reflection of
the year I have had as Dock Master; I have
truly had a great time serving our club. I work
fulltime plus, Olga works fulltime plus, and
with two small children that are beginning to
get involved in extracurricular activities, there
are simply not enough hours in the week. I do
intend to return to a club office in the future, I
just do not feel I currently have the time to
give that our membership deserves.
That being said, if there is anyone considering running for Dock Master that would like
to talk with me, please feel free to give me a
call. I’d be more than happy to share any
information about what the job entails and
give you a realistic view of what to expect.
The Dock Master position is unique in the fact
that you are backed up by a Dock Committee
of gentlemen with a wealth of experience and
knowledge at your disposal. They will do a lot
for you to keep you moving in the right direction.
As I mentioned I did have a very good time
this past year serving as Dock Master. I was
always pleasantly surprised by the number of
volunteers that would show up for any dock
work. It gave me the opportunity to meet a lot
of members that I may not have otherwise.
Even the monthly meetings are a good time.
You get an evening out of the house to have
a few cocktails and talk with people who are
passionate about boating. What more can you
ask for?

From the Commodore,
cont’d………………………..
and elections for 2015 are coming soon! Please
consider running for a leadership position in the
club. Please remember that it’s your club – its
success and viability rests with each of us! If
you or a member you know are thinking of running for office, please contact any officer or the
nominating committee (P/C Rodger Dutton and
Dave Amer).
There are many events and activities scheduled for the rest of the summer at Monroe Boat
Club. Please watch the calendar, website, MBC’s
Facebook page, club bulletin boards, and your email
for updates!
I’ll see you around the club! Your Commodore

T

he Celebration of Life for Don
McDermott that will be held on
Sunday, September 14, 2014 from
2:30pm - 5:30pm.
The Auxiliary will be in charge of the
food and I am looking for volunteers to
bring a dish to pass. A sign-up sheet will
be posted in the bar on the bulletin
board.
Don’t forget that the Auxiliary meeting will be Wednesday, September 24;
the Board meets at 7pm and General
meets at 7:30. This is an important
meeting because we will be putting together the slate of officers and board for
the 2015 to be voted on at the annual
meeting in October.

From the Vice Commodore,
cont’d………………………..
Financial Secretary Larry Inguagiato holds the
ever-important position of Dock Master. During
Junior Bay Week, MBC’s Corrine Durocher and
Nicholas Newcomer represented MBC very well
in one-design sailing.
Next month is a special one at MBC. September is perfect for boating on Lake Erie, but it
also marks the ending of the boating season.
Commodore Powers and Lady Kathy are hosting a cocktail party honoring all MBC members
Saturday Sept 13 in the banquet room. Please
attend! September 26 will be the “40-Hour” Dinner, acknowledging those who have contributed at
least 40 Hours of work to the club during the past
year. While it takes everyone’s help to operate our
club, this over-and-above effort deserves this special
recognition.
DRyan@bex.net or phone 419-260-9578.

BLUE GAVEL CAR SHOW
One outstanding event!
It began Friday night with Satin Gavel burgers
and the awesome Blues Brothers. Saturday morning breakfast was one smooth operation and to
“hot dog” it up, Jack & Connie were rolling in the
dogs and a little dough perhaps.
Manny's Mexican was, bar none, the best
ever...nothing better than a Manny's Mexican
Sandwich! Our club DJ Wally Lynch Gator spun
the socks off that vinyl with the expertise of a DTE
Engineer.

Show winners as follows:

“Commodores Choice”
Dave Bartlett ‘66 Chevelle SS
3rd - Marty Moore ‘68 Camaro
2nd - Mike Dietz ‘29 Ford
“Best In Show” Steve Kasprzak
‘55 Caddy Coupe De Ville
I want to also thank all our helpers and the Special Olympics for their support and help all weekend, and yes our Blue Gavel who are by far the
most active supporting chapter throughout the
Districts for so many events. And lastly, our members who put up with a closed lot and parking
outside the gate, thank you all.

FLAG OFFICERS for 2014
Commodore.........................................................MIKE POWERS
(734) 546-2382 mnpowers@radideo.net

BOARD of DIRECTORS

FINANCE COMMITTEE

P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton -

Cmdr. Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer - P/C Rodger Dutton Tom Snarey - P/C Paul Braunlich Fred Lemerand - Bill Huntley

P/C Wendy Campbell - P/C Rick Campbell

Vice Commodore….................................................DAVE RYAN

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS

(419) 260-9578 dryan@bex.net

President.............................................................P/C Ron Soto

Rob Schneider - AT LARGE: P/C Ron Stokes

Rear Commodore..........................................BILL AMATUCCI

Vice President…………………...................P/C Rodger Dutton

AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Rick Campbell - P/C Ron Soto -

Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci

John Kauffman

(734)335-6118, (734) 837-6095 wamatucci@comcast.net
Power Fleet Captain...................................ROB SCHNEIDER
(910) 487-2020 robertschneider@comcast.net

Treasurer................................ ….................P/C Paul Braunlich
Chaplin ................................... ...…....................P/C Ric Murray
Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray
P/C Jim Kozlowski

Sail Fleet Captain….....................................JOHN KAUFFMAN
(734) 279-0232 johnrkauffmanjr@gmail.com

Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato
Treasurer..........................................................Lance Peidmonte
Secretary..................................................................Fred Hoitash
Dock Master…........................................................David Collino

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

larry.inguagiato@mac.com
______________________________________________
NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT”
Editor..........................................................John Glanville, Jr.

Vice Pres….............................................................Kathy Powers

(734) 241-2824 paragon25556@juno.com

Secretary ................................. ….........................Diane Costello
Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS

20th of each month

President……………………………...….…………...Carol Smith

Membership Chair.......................................................Jim Alban

Vice-President……............................................Sheri Amatucci

Obituaries......(MI) - P/C Paul Braunlich; (OH) - Jim Brzuchalski

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash

ILYA Delegate........................................................Mike Powers

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme

Parliamentarian ..............................................P/C David Powell
Fleet Surgeon ……...........................................Dr. Vicki Collins

Roster & E-mail address changes.................Larry Inguagiato

President ................................. …...............................Kim Fuller

Historian..........................William Huntley/Charlotte Neuhauser

Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert

AYC DELEGATES: Larry Inguagiato - Brian Moyer -

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK!

_______________________________________________
Monroe Boat Club Web Site: www.monroeboatclub.org
Webmaster.....................................................Larry Inguagiato
larry.inguagiato@mac.com

View the Harbor Light and other club events online!

Club Cruise to
Port Clinton Yacht Club

Monroe Boat Club
Car Show Weekend

MONROE BOAT CLUB
7932 Bolles Harbor Drive
Monroe, Michigan 48161
734-243-8935

Member AYC, ILYA , YCA
and
US Sailing Assn.

BE ONE OF

MONROE BOAT CLUB CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE
Tuesday Night Races
September 2, 9
1 - Happy Labor Day!
3 - Book Club 12n
10 - Board Meeting 7pm
13 - Members Reception 6pm
14 - Celebration of Life for Don
McDermott
20/21 - NCYC Fall Bay Regatta
24 - Auxiliary Mtg. 7pm
24 - Gen. Memb. Mtg. 7pm
26 - 40 Work Hours Steak Roast
27 - PCYC Snow Flurries Races
28 - Boater’s Breakfast 9am

BOATER’S BREAKFAST
9 AM- 12:30 PM
August 24, September 28

HAPPY HOUR Mon-Fri 12-6pm

BURGER NIGHT
Thursdays 5:30-8:00 pm
Offering Delicious
Homemade
Soup!

1 - Book Club 12n
4 - Sail Fleet Banquet 6pm
8 - Board Meeting 7pm
11 - Octoberfest/Polish Dinner
17 - Auxiliary Annual Dinner,
Meet- ing and Elections
24 - Annual Membership Dinner, Meeting, Elections 6pm
25 - Indian Hills BC Ball at MBC
27 - AYC Sail Awards at NCYC
30 - Halloween Party?
31 - Happy Halloween!

Stay up to date with all of the club’s events on the web site: www.monroeboatclub.org

