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* MONROE BOAT CLUB *

he start of summer has arrived! A big club thank
you goes to the Blue Gavel and President Ron
Soto for the Memorial Day Services, and to the Auxiliary for the holiday brunch. Monday was P/C Paul
Braunlich’s last time presiding as he celebrated 25
years of Memorial Day Services at our club This is a
tradition that makes one proud to be an American and
a member of MBC.
I am very pleased to report that pending membership approval, MBC has an agreement with the Estate
of June Knabush to purchase the property next to the
Banana Dock. All members should have received a
letter from me, as well as the Finance Committee’s
recommendation to take advantage of this opportunity. Boat clubs do not often have the opportunity or
ability to increase waterfront area, and this decision is
important for our club. The property includes two
dwellings, two storage buildings, green space, wooden decks overlooking the water, and seawalls with
shore power for additional boat dockage. The future
use of the structures will be determined by member
input, and the options it opens up for the club are
many. Due to years of prudent management by previous Boards, our club is in a strong financial position to
take this step, and we can afford the ongoing costs of
taxes and ownership.
I encourage all members to vote on this acquisition
at the June 24 General Membership Meeting or by
returning the ballot if you cannot attend in person.
More thanks are owed to Dock Master Tom Henry
for overseeing the dock water pipe replacement project. Water was restored to the docks ahead of schedule, at the approved budget numbers, and with improved design and materials. Tom even planned
some nice cooling/misting features into the system for
boaters to enjoy on those very hot days that lie ahead.
Many of us have made our way out to the lake by
boat this spring, and our safe return is due in large
part to member Steve McCollum. Steve and his crew
from Floral City Tree & Landscape trimmed trees,
brush, and weeds from the range markers at the
mouth of LaPlaisance Creek. Thank you Steve!
Our club looked great when we hosted the AYC
monthly dinner meeting on May 18 to a full house of
AYC Delegates in their summer white uniforms. Jody
Thatcher chaired the dinner, assisted by Auxiliary
President Celeste Hoitash, Satin Gavel President
Kathy Powers, and their hard working crew. Several
of the wait staff were from the Sail Fleet showing their
support for the AYC.
To encourage youngsters to consider future studies and jobs in marine fields, MBC is hosting the
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oating season is finally here which means
summer has begun! It also means planning has started on the 2015 Regatta. I would
like to remind everyone the success of this club
event - and all of our events - depend on all club
members getting involved. The sign-up sheets
are posted in the breezeway between the bar
and the backroom. Please stop by and see what
might best fit your availability for work hours.
We need everyone’s help!
There will be a Regatta Meeting on June 2nd
in the backroom at 6:30pm. Approximately 6
people showed up at the last meeting, which I
don't consider a good turnout. I would like to
see new faces and some ideas for this years
Regatta!
Lastly, the new windows were installed in the
backroom.

Commodore continued….
fourth annual Environmental Career Days on June 12 in conjunction with the Monroe County Community
College. Two days of hands-on research, field and
laboratory experiences with regional experts will
expose students to our lake, river and surrounding
ecology. To fund the program, MBC received 2 grants
totaling $4,500 due to Charlotte Neuhauser’s efforts
through the CCEC.
Thank you for making a positive difference!

N

ow that the bar project is complete and
everything is looking good I'd like to ask
everyone to help keep it this way. If your shoes
are a mess clean them before you enter. If you
drop or spill something clean it up. Treat the
club house like you would your house. Everyone
is always to clear their own tables and wipe
them down. Also PLEASE read the Monroe
Boat Club House Rules and abide by them, they
are printed in the Membership Roster Book and
posted in the Bar entrance way.
Several of you may have noticed how much
easier it is now to move the tables in the bar
area. Our tables are very heavy and basically
would take two people to slid the tables together
to socialize in a large group. A Big Thanks goes
to Jim Lachcik for purchasing for the Bar and
installing the slide pads on the feet of the tables.
Thanks Jim!!!
The weather has been pleasant outdoors
and several of our members have asked about
going outdoors with drinks. No, we do not have
a to go license which does not allow any drinks
to be taken out the doors toward the parking lots
or to the docks. Our liquor license does cover
the area from the building to the seawall and
from the sidewalk (by the flag pole) to the main
T over to the (East) fence on the other side of
the pavilion. This allows our members to exit the
Club through the door off of the Rec. Room (by
the Ice Machine) and enjoy the weather while
utilizing the picnic tables, tables and chairs and
the pavilion area that all are welcome to use. All
alcoholic beverages in the licensed area must
be purchased from an MLCC (Michigan Liquor
Control Commission) licensee. No BYOB (bring
your own bottle) is permitted on our licensed
property which includes the grassy area and the
pavilion outdoors as well as any area indoors.
For certain events, such as Regatta and the Car
Show, the club gets a Special Liquor License
that expands the licensed area. We post signs
at the boundaries of the special area. I
am certain that no one would want to jeopardize our liquor license so if you have any questions Please ask. (continued on page 3……..)

Charlotte Neuhauser
ACTIVITIES
June 1 & 2, 8:30-2:00, Environmental Career Day
June 3, Monroe Book Club, 12:00
The Book Club …June 3, The Island
by Elia Hilderbrand. Come join the
Book Club, share lunch, discuss the
book, and have a great time. The
MBC Book Club met May 6 and discussed the book The Cell by Robin Cook. The participants decided it was a good read--pretty predictable if
you have read any of Cook's works, but overall, a
good story.
The Club will read The Liar by Nora Roberts for its
September 9 meeting. (Note: this is the second
Wednesday due to the Labor Day holiday.) They
welcome anyone who is interested in a little reading
and a day to lunch and talk with friends!
More than 55 attendees
enjoyed “The Joy of
Eating and Drinking,” a
successful Sunday
afternoon event on April
26th. Generous contributions of donated appetizers
were provided by participating members and others
who attended. Special thanks go to Dair Piedmonte
and Matt Bunkleman who provided informative
presentations about beer, wine, and spirits. Special
thanks also go to several committee members for
their donations and for working toward making the
event an enjoyable and memorable afternoon, including: John Rudy for coordinating the many appetizers
that were served, Greg and Kelly Arndt who tended
bar, Betty Rudy who served appetizers, Carol Zielinski who welcomed guests with wristbands and tickets, Wendy Campbell for making the beverages available, and Don Blouin for coordinating the event.
4th

The Annual Environmental Career Day for 7th Graders (half the 120 students
will be 8th graders this year)
will be in progress on June 1
and 2, from 8:30 am to 2:00
pm at Monroe Boat Club.
Sixty students will visit on
Monday, and 60 on Tuesday. On alternate days they
will be visiting Monroe County Community College.
The event is co-sponsored with the Monroe County
Intermediate School District, River Raisin Institute,
and MCCC. This year we are fortunate to have funding from the Monroe County Environmental Fund and
the Community Foundation. The events for each day
will include the US Customs and Border Patrol officers with their dog, a session by a member of the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, boat
rides with discussions with the pilot and co-pilot on
boating, and collection of lake water which the students will assess for quality.
A packet of materials will be sent home with each
child that includes information about Monroe Boat
Club and what it has to offer for members.
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ello again and greetings from the tiller.
It’s nice to finally see boats in the water,
as the boating season has begun!
The racing season will have started (May
19th) prior to this edition of the Harbor Light being distributed. If you haven’t yet signed up for
the early season but would like to, please contact Troy Willett or John Davis to arrange how to
sign up and get your name on the list, it’s never
too late! We held open registration at the club
on the 12th of May and it was good to see all the
skippers coming in to sign up. We have a great
showing from MBC and several new names
being added from various other clubs; this
sounds like a great beginning for our racing season. If you don’t want to race but would like to
come out and listen to the story-telling following
our races, feel free to do so any Tuesday evening. We encourage you to come to the club,
support the bar, enjoy some locally provided
pizza, and hear some tall tales!
Let’s start the cruising season off with a
bang! We have a club cruise May 29th to
Maumee Bay State Park, please check our website for the flyer. I think I might hitch a ride with
PF/C Bill LeVally if he ever gets that gasguzzling pig in the water :) I hope he doesn’t
think I have any gas money, I have a sail boat,
who needs gas?!? Well, at least we can all hang
out and enjoy one another’s company and I
hope to see you all there!
June will be a busy month for the club; we
have several area races such as the Mills Race,
club events like Shotz on the Dock, Boaters
Breakfast, a Poker Run and much, much,
more. So come on out and have lots of fun!

T

he boating season is here and I hope I'm
not the last boat in. The fun has begun
with a run for fun to HVYC. There were a few
brave souls who faced a day on the lake outrunning the rain, plus a couple car loads made
their way to meet us…thank you all for joining
us. Lori and I hitched a ride with Al & Amy
Brooks - thanks for the lift.
There is lots of fun planned, starting with
“Shotz on the Docks” June 13 with the added
late night fun with live music in the back room
starting at 8 pm.
The first of the Poker Runs is June 19-21 at
Toledo Sail Club. It would be great to see all our
members enjoy the fun. Don’t forget they hold
the $1.98 beauty contest. It would be a shame if
you missed Commodore Dave Ryan dressed in
his finest ladies attire. Last year we had 5 boats
receive perfect attendance flags I think we can
do better this year.
Do you have plans for Catawba Island
Club? Get your plans together it is a limited
number of docks available.
The blow boats have started their racing for
the summer. If you have never lived the rush of
the start to one of these races maybe you could
jump aboard with a willing skipper and find out
sailing is not just sipping wine and praying for
wind. It can be a rush, good luck to all the skippers.

POKER RUN SCHEDULE:
Jun 19-21 Toledo Sail Club



Jul 3-5 Swan Boat Club



Jul 31-Aug 2 Maumee River



See you around the club!



CCEC
Continued:
The History of Monroe Boat Club book is in the production stage and will be ready for publication by May
30. The book includes historical information of the
Monroe Yacht Club from 1868-1945 and then carry on
with the merger in 1945 to form Monroe Boat Club
and ending with 2015. The book is a shiny black,
bound, hard cover, 8 ½ x 11 landscape style, interior
color on black pages, and 45 pages in length. It is in
the editing process at this time. We will begin taking
orders around June 1, with a copy on display at special club functions.
Free Fishing and Free ORV Weekend is coming,
June 13-14! This means you and your family can
enjoy fishing in Michigan’s waters without a license
(though all other rules are in place) and ride Michigan’s ORV trails without an ORV license or an
ORV trail permit.



Aug 21-23 Bay View
Sep 11-13 Detroit Beach

Summer Storage Season
May 1- Nov 1
Contact V/C Mike Anteau
SUMMER CRUISE
SCHEDULE:
May 29 - Maumee Bay St Park
Jun 26 - Catawba Island Club
Jul10 - Middle Bass Island
Aug 21 - Port Clinton YC

Auxiliary,
Celeste Hoitash

S

ummertime in Michigan! Boating, fishing,
picnicking, swimming, sailing, camping…
Always fun, always too short, and always unpredictable when it comes to the weather. Just wait
5 minutes, right? Certainly, summer is here to
enjoy any and all outside activities, friends and
good times at MBC!
Burger Night Thursdays in June are sponsored by the Auxiliary. Come out and support
the Club while volunteering work hours. Contact
Kathy Powers if you are available.
Regatta weekend is rapidly approaching. The
Auxiliary has agreed to sponsor the outside
food. If interested, please contact Celeste Hoitash. A sign-up sheet will be posted at the Club
with various time slots for work hours. See this
and other volunteer-needed sheets for the Regatta posted at the Club. The Regatta WILL BE
successful because YOU have volunteered!
Thank you!

If there are any member(s) that would be
interested in checking into a possibility of MBC
obtaining a to go license Please contact me. It
would be nice to be able to purchase items at
the club and take out of our licensed area.
On Friday June 5th starting at 7pm our very
own DJ Wally will be set up in the Bar to play us
some music. Lets make it a Party and Celebrate
the 1st Friday of June. Its sure to be a good
time. All are welcome to bring a dish is share.
Saturday June 13th the Annual Shotz on the
Docks will take place from 2-5pm. Come out for
some socializing and have a good time. A Steak
Roast will be held from 5-7pm in the banquet
room. There has been many request to have a
band that you can get up and dance to their
music. Well be ready because starting at 8pm
the "Temperance Tonic" band will be rocking it
out in the banquet room. Both the front and
back bars will be open and you'll have the
dance floor to burn off some energy.

The last Auxiliary meeting before summer
recess is Wed. June 11 with Board meeting at
6:30 pm and Membership at 7 pm. Auxiliary
meetings will resume in September. Have a
great summer...hope to see you at the Club!

FLAG OFFICERS for 2015
Commodore...........................................................Dave Ryan
(419) 260-9578 dryan@bex.net

P/C Rodger Dutton - P/C Rick Campbell

Vice President…………………...................P/C Rodger Dutton
Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci
Treasurer................................ ….................P/C Paul Braunlich

Secretary.................................................................Fred Hoitash
Dock Master…...........................................................Tom Henry
Historian..........................Charlotte Neuhauser/William Huntley

Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray
P/C Jim Kozlowski
AUXILIARY OFFICERS

AYC DELEGATES: P/C Brian Moyer Larry Inguagiato - Bill LeVally
AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Mike Powers - P/C Ron Soto
P/C Rick Campbell - At Large - P/C Ron Stokes

Roster & E-mail address changes.................Larry Inguagiato
larry.inguagiato@mac.com
______________________________________________

President ................................. ….......................Celeste Hoitash

NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT”

Vice Pres…........................................................Michele Lachcik

Editor..........................................................John Glanville, Jr.

Secretary ................................. ….......................Carolyn Dutton

(734) 241-2824 paragon25556@juno.com

Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme
SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS

Membership Chair....................................................Nick Pinotti

President……………………………...….………….Kathy Powers

Obituaries.....................................................(MI) Paul Braunlich

Vice-President……..................................................Linda Lamb

..………………………………… (OH) Jim Brzuchalski

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash

ILYA Delegate..................................................P/C Mike Powers

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme

...…………………………………..Alt. Troy Willett
Parliamentarian ..............................................Lance Piedmonte

Gloria Schneider - Tom Snarey -

Chaplin ................................... ...…....................P/C Ric Murray

Sail Fleet Captain…...........................................Troy Willett

Treasurer..........................................................Gloria Schneider

I'm looking forward to enjoying my boating
season and wish the same for all of our members. Be safe!

Fred Lemerand - P/C Ron Stokes

Rear Commodore.....................................Wendy Campbell

Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato

There is a sign-up sheet posted for dock
security during Regatta. Please sign up if you
can help out.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

President.............................................................P/C Ron Soto

(989) 710-7888 biohazmat76@gmail.com

I want to thank Wendy Campbell for treating
the crew from Monroe Plumbing and Heating
with respect and hospitality. I also would like to
thank Fred Lemerand for his daily contacts with
the crew working on the system. There are so
many other people who deserve thanks for helping with the task of the new water system, too
many to name! As a reminder to all the dock
holders, because the back-flow preventers are
not attached to every dock spigot, the water has
always been a non-potable system and now will
be tagged as such.

Cmdr. Dave Ryan - P/C Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer -

734) 240-3800 tristeel04@sbcglobal.net

(419) 349-1454 ypsitool@yahoo.com

y now, most of the boats are at the docks
to enjoy the summer activities at MBC.

BOARD of DIRECTORS

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS

Power Fleet Captain............................................Bill LeVally

B

P/C Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer -

Vice Commodore…............................................Mike Anteau

(734) 735-8504 rwchouse@comcast.net

Dock Master,
Tom Henry

Rear Commodore, continued….

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK!

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION
20th of each month
_______________________________________________
Monroe Boat Club Web Site: www.monroeboatclub.org
Webmaster.....................................................Larry Inguagiato
larry.inguagiato@mac.com

Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert

View the Harbor Light and other club events online!

“Please Help With Auction Items for the MBC Regatta”
The 2015 Monroe Boat Club Annual Regatta is gearing up for its’ traditional live auction.
Jim Alban (MBC member) will once again be conducting the Live Auction Segment.
The MBC Auction is on Saturday July 25, 2015 late afternoon/early evening-TBA.
As always, we need your help with auction items. Wilma Alban (aux. member), is going
to donate a few of her super delicious, Carmel-Chocolate Covered Apples.

Here are some considerations for items:


Any type of marine equipment or supplies.



Kids sports stuff, bikes, battery motorized small vehicles or etc.



Donate an outing on your boat; there are many MBC members that don’t own
boats.



If you or someone you know has a vacation home or condo you/they would
consider donating the use of for a long weekend.



College or Professional Sports tickets. These can be donated through
businesses or corporations you may have contacts with.



Sponsor/Host a “Margarita” (or any other type of) party at your home or special
location. This is usually for a group of 6 or more and offers the opportunity of
creating a group of people to bid on it.



If you have contact with other boat marinas or marine stores in the area, they
may consider donating something.



Restaurant “Gift Cards”.

All items will be coordinated through Jim Alban and/or Mike Anteau, THANK YOU!
Please wait to bring large items, one (1) week before Regatta is best

SUMMER
BOARD/MEMBERSHIP
MEETING SCHEDULE:
27 May: 6:30 Board; 7pm Membership Meeting
24 Jun: 6:30 Board; 7pm Membership
Meeting +
VOTE ON PROPERTY PURCHASE
15 Jul: 6:30 Board; 7pm Membership
Meeting
26 Aug: 6:30 Board; 7pm Membership Meeting

The Joy of Eating and Drinking
CCEC Event

Bar Hours (weather permitting):
Open 7 days/week
Until 10 pm Sun-Thr
Until midnight Sat/Sun*
*can be extended if warranted

CLASSIFIED
YOUR AD HERE

YOUR AD HERE

YOUR AD HERE

YOUR AD HERE

1989 27 ft. Mirage Intimidator,
twin-350 Magnums, 270 hp. No
trailer. $7750/OBO Ken Rowland
734-771-0153

YOUR AD HERE

To place an ad, submit
item(s), price, and contact
information to Editor
Ads will run two months.
Sellers responsibility to
notify Ed when sold.

MONROE BOAT CLUB CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE

1-2 CCED Environmental Career Days
3 - Book Club 12noon

5 - DJ Wally Gator (bring a dish)
5 -TYC/STC Mills Trophy Race
6 - Book Club 12noon
6 - Opening of the Islands
7 - AYC Bike Run
13 - Shotz on the Dock 2-5pm
- Steak Roast 5-7pm
- Live Music 8pm
19-21 Poker Run/TSC
21 - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
24 - Board Meeting 630pm
- Gen. Membership Mtg. 7pm
- Special Vote
28 - Boater’s Breakfast 9am

Ongoing Events:
Tuesdays - Sail Races
Thursdays - Burgers
4th Sundays - Boater’s
Breakfast 9am
BURGER NIGHT
Thursdays 5:30-8:00 pm
Offering Delicious
Homemade

3 - Poker Run/SBC
6 - Book Club 12noon
11 - Regatta Planning Mtg. 630pm
13 - Blue Gavel Mtg. 7pm
15- Board Meeting 630pm
- Gen. Membership Mtg. 7pm
24-26 MBC Regatta!
31 - Poker Run/MRYC

Soup!

Stay up to date with all of the club’s events on the web site: www.monroeboatclub.org

