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Club Commodore,  

Dave Ryan 

Vice Commodore,  
Mike Anteau  

Rear Commodore,  

Wendy Campbell 

“W hat good is the warmth of summer, with-
out the cold of winter to give it sweet-

ness.” wrote the great American author John Stein-
beck. This coming summer promises to be very sweet 
indeed after suffering through the coldest February on 

record.  

     Yet the cold did not close or delay anything at 
MBC: Our Pool Team is at the top of the league with 
one game left to play (vs RVYC, March 3 at 7pm). Al 
Michaud and the Soul Kitchen Band entertained a full 
house on Valentines Day, and our Banquet Room 
was the venue for several functions this month. Burg-
er Thursdays always provide a warm and friendly 
chance to escape cabin fever as the temperatures 
drop into the single digits, and Power Fleet Captain 
Bill LeVally and his crew were busy building our 

“Flaming Skull” pirate theme room for the AYC party. 

     And what a great job Bill, Lori, and the crew did! 
Over 50 MBC members attended, many dressed as 
pirates. Visitors to our ship were given tattoos, beads 
and doubloons, as well as enough Peg Leg drink to 
keep everyone happy. R/C Wendy Campbell had a 
special 2-year project in mind thanks to the MBC wine 
group. The centerpiece of the AYC weekend was a 
nearly full sized model of Perry’s Monument con-

structed entirely of empty wine boxes, all from MBC!   

     On Feb 27, the Sail Fleet hosts the UT Sailing 
Team in the banquet room for a presentation and 
fundraiser as the team prepares to represent the USA 
in international competition in France this spring. 
They are the next generation of boaters and I am 
sure they will always remember the encouragement 
and support given them by MBC. Come see and hear 
their incredible story of overcoming setbacks and 

failure to win at the highest level. 

     Each MBC member has received an invitation to 
the Commodore’s Ball on March 28, a celebration for 
the entire club. Not many organizations can claim to 
exist as long as we have, let alone be as strong and 
thriving as MBC. This is a beautiful night out to cele-
brate our history and all our members. Our Ball Com-
mittee has been working for months and is ready for 
you to enjoy their efforts! I would like to personally 
ask all members, new and old, to participate in this 
club tradition stretching back 70 years and I certainly 

hope you will. 

     Think what a great thing it is to be a part of some-

thing that is MBC! 

H oping that spring is closer than it appears. 
Cabin fever is taking everyone by storm ex-

cept for the lucky snowbirds. The nice thing is that 

this freeze is killing all of the dangerous bugs - lol. 

     Well, here is the news that's really important. 
Please notice the new suggestion forms on the coun-
ter by the front door. Just fill one out, put it in the 
envelope marked “Vice” and place it in the mailbox in 

the Commodore’s Room. 

     We have finally moved forward on the new Ticket 
Booth. I have requested a check to cover the initial 
expenses and building should start very soon. Wendy 
Campbell, who is spearheading this project, has 
informed Don Steinman, the builder, and we hope to 

have it underway.  

     I am also working on quotes for new windows in 
the backroom. As many of you are aware they are 
very inefficient and the draft through them is horrible. 
We are evaluating a number of things, such as 
whether the original windows be fixed or do we need 
a superior vinyl replacement that will either be anoth-

er slider, or should casements be added instead.  

     At the next General Membership Meeting 
(Wednesday the 25th), I will schedule another House 
Committee Meeting. Anyone interested is welcome to 

attend. 

H as everyone been enjoying the cuddle alerts 
due to the freezing temperatures outside? The 

participation and the enthusiasm has been on the 
down slide lately but we can all look forward to warm-
er temperatures and the fun seasons that we have 
coming before long. Before we know it this winter will 
be in the record book and Easter, Memorial Day, the 
Fourth of July and BOATING season will be here and 

we will celebrate. 

      During the last part of February along with the 
daily routine of taking care of running the bar I was 
faced with a few different issues at the Club in the 
Bar area. There was a dripping drain line in the wall 
between the walk in cooler and the bar on the interior 
wall where the draft beer and popcorn maker is locat-
ed. An ice block about the size of a basketball was 
discover in the wall. This was melted and the area 
was cleared at which point Paul Merman repaired the 
leak from the drain line and put in some insulation. I 
also had our Bar heating system (thermostat and 
sensors) looked at and am looking at seeing the way 

it operates to improve. 

      I have spoken to one of our new members Steven 
Hohman which is experienced with cameras and 
security system looking into putting together a plan 
that we can implement. This is something that has 
been discussed in both Board and General Member-
ship Meetings and has been supposed by several 

members during different conversation. 

      Our first female member at MBC (since 
1/24/1993) Jaci Grady has approached me and is 
interested in working with the cash register system. 
Jaci is experienced with computers and will be look-
ing into helping the Bar with the system that we now 
have. Jaci is looking forward to the challenge of this 

system and getting the best use out of it for the Club. 

      March 1st is Dock Assignment Day which will be 
held in the banquet room and MBC Member Tim 
Cartwright will be showing off his musical talent in the 
Bar Area Starting at 2pm. On March 14th and 21st 
we will be having buses coming in from visiting Clubs 
(see P/F's Article). Then on March 28th is the MBC 

Commodore's Ball. 

      I have some entertainment that I am interested in 
introducing to MBC in April but I'm waiting to pick a 
date, and to see if maybe there is an entity in the 
Club that may be scheduling some sort of a dinner 
function. Name that Tune will be returning on May 9th 

after a Steak Roast that is scheduled. 

      I would like to schedule a work party for Saturday 
March 14th starting at 8am. Anyone that is interested 

Bar Hours (weather permitting): 

Open 7 days/week 

Until 10 pm Sun-Thr 

Until midnight Sat/Sun* 

*can be extended if warranted 



Sail Fleet Captain, 
Troy Willett 

H ello and greetings from the tiller. Neg-
ative 11 degrees?! I give up and am 

moving South! In the meantime I’m stuck 
toughing it out like most of you. Misery 
loves company they say.  

     Looking toward the spring, or at least 
some warmer weather, the Sail Fleet will be 
hosting the annual Fish Fry on Friday, April 
3rd.  For those of you that have worked the 
event in the past and are interested in help-
ing again, please contact me so I can add 
you to the list and gain your valuable input.  
We will be holding a meeting or two in ad-
vance of the Fish Fry to make sure it goes 
off without a hitch and sign-up sheets will 
be posted accordingly.  

     Take a look at this month’s “Sailor’s 
Spotlight” for a chance to learn more about 
a few of our members. I have found the 
process of interviewing these people has 
resulted into a delightful, fun and interesting 
conversation, full of laughter and com-
radery.   

     Our next Sail Fleet meeting will be on 
Thursday, March 12th at 6:30pm in the 
back room.  We have some great topics to 
discuss and items to VOTE on, so come on 
out and let your voice be heard. It’s also  
Burger Night so come on in, grab a bite to 
eat, get a drink, support the bar and let’s 
talk sailing!   

     Again, I hope you all are having as good 
of a winter as possible, stay warm and have 
fun!  See you around the club! 

ACTIVITIES 

 March 4, 12noon - MBC Book Club 

 March 26, 6:30 pm - Travelogue Crossing the 

Pacific aboard the Erie Spirit 

 April 26, 4-7pm, The Joy of Eating and Drink-

ing: Brews, Wine, And Appetizers 

     Travelogue, March 26, 6:30: Crossing the Pacific 
aboard the Erie Spirit with MBC Member Mark Weihs 
and Susan Howard. They will cover their travels in 
2014 starting in Ecuador, to the Galapagos, French 
Polynesia, Cook Islands, Nuie, Tonga and finally New 

Zealand. You won’t want to miss this one! 

     Reminder to all Past Commodores and Auxiliary 
Presidents: ”The History of Monroe Boat Club: is in 
the production stage and will be ready for publication 
by May 30. Each past commodore and auxiliary pres-
ident for whom e-mails or addresses are known have 
been contacted. The book will include historical infor-
mation of the Monroe Yacht Club from 1868-1945 
and then carry on with the merger in 1945 to form 
MBC. Each commodore and auxiliary president will 
have approximately one page for events and accom-
plishments of their year. Some information is availa-
ble, especially from selected minutes and Harbor 
Lights in the archives; however, it is preferable if 
each contributor adds their own legacy. If you’re not a 
commodore or auxiliary president but have infor-
mation that should be included, please send it along.  
We can’t promise everything will be published due to  
lack of space. Please email information to cneu-
hauser@gmail.com or mail to 5130 Brittany Dr. S., 
#1004, St. Petersburg, FL 33715. An absolute dead-
line is May 1; however, it would be appreciated if it 

could be received prior to April 20. 

     MI Travel Counts Survey: The @MITravelCounts 
survey, sponsored by the MI Dept. of Transportation 
and SE MI Council of Governments, is designed to 
improve Michigan's transportation system now and 
over the next 20 years. Get more information on how 
your participation is critical and can make a differ-

ence for everyone in Michigan. http://ow.ly/Jg6JU  

     How does that happen? Basically, Michigan is 
required to update statewide and urban long range 
transportation plans. Travel demand models are the 
tools used to estimate where future travel in Michigan 
will occur. The information that MI Travel Counts 
participants submit is the data on which these models 

are built.  

     The estimates gathered from these models are 
then used as the basis for transportation planning, 
alternative analysis and setting priorities for future 
transportation investments. That means the infor-
mation submitted by participants directly correlates to 
the selection and prioritization of transportation sys-

tem improvements that the state enjoys as a whole.  

     Ultimately, this planning requirement affects how 
the state prioritizes and allocates limited funding 
available for transportation improvements. The data 
gathered in the MI Travel Counts survey will be used 
to project and budget for transportation improve-
ments across Michigan over the next 20 years. If you 
are one of the 21,000 Michigan residents selected to 

participate, please do so.  

Hello snowbirds! I have to start by saying thank 
you to all the members who donated their time 
and helped with the AYC Hospitality Room this 
past weekend. I can’t tell you all how greatly I 
appreciate all of you for helping me pull off a 

wonderful room.  

     The dancing pirate loaned to us by Shannon 
Bowman was the life of the party….that guy 
danced all night without a break, what a trooper. 
Fred and Celeste Hoitash did a super job dialing 
in the final taste for our yummy Peg Leg drink. 
Sheryl O’Connor logged enough miles road-
running she probably could have driven to Flori-
da. SFC Troy Willett once again lived up to his 
word to show that blow-boaters can be fast 
paced. I know this gas-guzzler owes him a trip 
to the pumps, and P/C Mike Powers and Lady 
Kathy for stepping in when it looked like I was 
stumbling. Larry and Mary Kay Inguagiato for all 
their time researching and donations. R/C Wen-
dy Campbell came through with great banners 
and all our paper supplies. And most of all I 
need to thank my wife Lori for being my biggest 
supporter for picking up the pieces when I was 
losing my mind. As you can tell a lot of work 
goes into this party so tell them all thank you 
when you see them around. If I forgot to men-
tion someone please bear with me, I thank you 

all.  

     Next we are getting ready for incoming bus 
trips from TSC on March 14th followed by FYC 
and Seaway March 21st. Don't forget to stop in 
and meet people from these clubs. I am in the 
final stages of putting a bus trip of our own to-
gether for April 4th. We are planning to stop at 
FYC, Seaway Boat Club and DBBC. It looks like 
we will be departing at 10am and returning at 
6pm. I will post sign-up sheets with the cost per 

Power Fleet Capt.  

Bill LeVally 

Club/Community 

Events Committee,  

Charlotte Neuhauser 

The Great Lakes Cruising 
Club School news release 
concerning online courses:  

http://www.glcclub.com/
glccschool-2014-15-school-

year-news-release.   

 

School website:  

http://www.glccschool.com/
home  

EUCHRE 

Come One,  

Come All! 

 

Join us for the fun every Sunday 

Registration: 12pm 

Game Time: 1pm 

Cost: $5/per player 

Bring an appetizer to pass 

 

Questions? Contact 

Richard Boose 

rboose@live.com  

419-349-6079 

http://www.glcclub.com/glccschool-2014-15-school-year-news-release
http://www.glcclub.com/glccschool-2014-15-school-year-news-release
http://www.glcclub.com/glccschool-2014-15-school-year-news-release
http://www.glccschool.com/home
http://www.glccschool.com/home


FLAG OFFICERS for 2015 

Commodore...........................................................Dave  Ryan 

(419) 260-9578 dryan@bex.net 

Vice Commodore…............................................Mike Anteau 

 734) 240-3800 tristeel04@sbcglobal.net  

Rear Commodore.....................................Wendy  Campbell 

(734) 735-8504 rwchouse@comcast.net   

Power Fleet Captain............................................Bill LeVally 

(419) 349-1454 ypsitool@yahoo.com 

 Sail Fleet Captain…...........................................Troy Willett  

(989) 710-7888 biohazmat76@gmail.com   

 Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato 

Treasurer..........................................................Gloria Schneider  

Secretary.................................................................Fred Hoitash 

Dock Master…...........................................................Tom Henry 

 Historian..........................Charlotte Neuhauser/William Huntley 

 Membership Chair....................................................Nick Pinotti 

 Obituaries.....................................................(MI) Paul Braunlich 

                   ..………………………………… (OH) Jim Brzuchalski 

 ILYA Delegate..................................................P/C Mike Powers 

                         ...…………………………………..Alt. Troy Willett 

 Parliamentarian ................ ..............................Lance Piedmonte 

 Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert 

 

BOARD of DIRECTORS 

P/C Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer -  

P/C Rodger Dutton -  P/C Rick Campbell   

 

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS 

 President.............................................................P/C Ron Soto 

 Vice President…………………...................P/C Rodger Dutton 

 Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci 

 Treasurer ................................ ….................P/C Paul Braunlich 

 Chaplin ................................... ...…....................P/C Ric Murray 

 Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray 

                       P/C Jim Kozlowski 

AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President ................................. ….......................Celeste Hoitash 

Vice Pres…........................................................Michele Lachcik 

Secretary ................................. ….......................Carolyn Dutton 

Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme 

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS 

President……………………………...….………….Kathy Powers 

Vice-President……..................................................Linda Lamb     

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash 

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme 

 

FIND MBC ON  FACEBOOK! 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Cmdr. Dave Ryan -  P/C Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer -   

Gloria Schneider - Tom Snarey -   

Fred Lemerand -  P/C Ron Stokes 

 

AYC DELEGATES: P/C Brian Moyer -  

Larry Inguagiato -  Bill LeVally    

AYC ALTERNATES: P/C Mike Powers -  P/C Ron Soto 

P/C Rick Campbell -  At Large - P/C Ron Stokes       

  

Roster & E-mail address changes.................Larry Inguagiato 

larry.inguagiato@mac.com 

______________________________________________ 

NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT” 

 Editor..........................................................John Glanville, Jr. 

(734) 241-2824 paragon25556@juno.com 

 

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION  

20th of each month 

_______________________________________________ 

Monroe Boat Club Web Site:  www.monroeboatclub.org  

Webmaster.....................................................Larry Inguagiato 

larry.inguagiato@mac.com 

 

View the Harbor Light and other club events online! 

Auxiliary,  

Celeste Hoitash 

A s the late Bing Crosby would say, 

“Ahhhhhhhhh, baby it’s cold outside.”  

     Think spring, think boating, think sun-
shine, think warming up inside MBC. All 
good thoughts to help to keep you going 
until the ice melts, the birds start singing 
and the boats start roaring and sailing into 
the beautiful waters of Lake Erie and be-

yond. 

     The Auxiliary is planning a Children’s 
Easter Party on March 22nd. Bring your 
children and grand-children for a fun-filled 
day of good food and fun activities, along 
with a visit from a special guest, the Easter 

Bunny.  Watch for the sign-up sheet soon.   

     Hope to see you at the club as we count 

down the days till launch! 

Dock Master, 
Tom Henry 

B y the time you have read this arti-
cle, dock assignments will have 

been completed. I hope everyone was 
able to make the move or get the dock 
they wanted for the 2015 boating sea-
son.  

     That said, next on the things-to-do 
list, will be getting fresh water to all of 
the docks here at MBC. The Dock 
Committee and I are getting estimates 
and we are looking at all of the options  
available to us.   

     Wishing you all a warmer March! 

in being involved with helping around the Club and 
getting in some work hours Please e-mail me at  

(rwchouse@comcast.net).  

     I would like to gets some things done in the Bar 
area before noon when it opens. If there are people 
that want to continue on past noon I'm sure I can find 
things to do that would not distract the normal bar 

operation.  

     There is also a possibility of shutting down the 
front bar and operating in the back bar in the near 
future to do some improvements that would take 
additional time and support from our members such 
as removing all of the ceiling tile, cleaning the grid 

and installing new ceiling tile. 

Rear Commodore, continued…. 

Think  

Spring! 





WANTED: MONROE BOAT CLUB KIDS!! 
Erik Peterson Junior Scholarship Applications available online, March 2015 at: 

www.monroeboatclub.org  
Applications due March 31, 2015. 

 

 
 

The Sailing Fleet is offering opportunities for youth in learning and/or developing sailing 
skills, including scholarships to North Cape Yacht Club SAIL CAMP.  

 
Sail Camp consists of one week of daily certified instruction this summer, 

From Beginner to Advanced skill levels, aboard 1-person “Optimist” dinghy or 2-person 
“Club Flying Junior (CFJ)” 

OPEN TO ALL KIDS AGE 8 through18!  Must be able to swim 
 

This opportunity is being extended to children, grandchildren, and nieces/nephews of 
Monroe Boat Club members. 

 
Questions ???  Contact: Rodger Dutton (734) 457-2627 

 



Sailor Spotlight (SS:) interview with 
Bill Huntley 

SS:  How long have you been a member and 

how’d you end up in Monroe? 

Bill: I’ve been a member of MBC since July 
1981. I moved here from Erie, PA to work 
at Ford in Dearborn and then Monroe. Bob 
Kollin invited me to the club for a dinner 

and the rest is history. 

SS: What do you do for a living? 

Bill: I’m a retired accountant and financial ana-

lyst. I’ve been retired since 1991. 

SS: Have any family that will claim you and are 

they interested in sailing? 

Bill: My wife Norma and I have four children 
together. They sail with me when time per-

mits. 

SS: How long have you been sailing and what 

got you started? 

Bill: Oh, it’s been nearly 40 years since Bob 
Kollin and I purchased a 1936 Interlake 
together for $500. I had been reading about 
sailboats all my life and until that point had 

never been on one.    

SS: Do you prefer cruising, racing or both? 

Bill: I enjoy cruising. I really enjoy taking people 

out that have never sailed before. 

SS: How many sailboats have you owned? 

Bill: I’ve had (4) sailboats ranging in size from 
19’ to 29’. The Interlake was 19’ and my 
current boat, Wind Climber, is an Ontario 

28. 

SS: Any exciting stories to share about sailing? 

Bill: Several. I cruised to Tonawanda in the Erie 
Canal and back, about 800 miles. We had 
to take the mast down for the (3) days we 
were in the canal. Another good one was 
the first time I took my wife out in the Inter-
lake, we were in the channel and ran into 
the mud. The look of shock on her face 
when I told her I was going overboard to 
push us out was priceless.  She had a fit 
and thought it might be well over my head, 
not just the 3’ or so that got us stuck. I also 
remember a time on my 2nd boat, a 24 foot-
er, coming back from Toledo. We had cut 
pretty close to Turtle Island when I looked 
up and asked my friend if he thought the 
ducks were “standing” on the water?!?!?  A 

hard right turn got us out of there safely. 

SS: Will you be going on any of the MBC Club 

cruises or Holiday cruises? 

Bill:  Yes, I really enjoy going to Port Clinton and 
will do the Holiday cruises if time permits.  
Those are great fun, go out with the club for 
a few hours, come back and have a hot 

dog.  

Sailor Spotlight (SS:) interview with 
Kathy Powers  

SS: How long have you been a member? 

Kathy: Since 2011, same class as Peggy! 

SS: What do you do for a living? 

Kathy: Retired after 13 years as an active     
Marine and 14 years in the Reserve, 

OORAH! 

SS: How did you get started in sailing? 

Kathy: Mike got me involved with sailing. 

SS: How did you and Mike meet?  

Kathy:  Mike and I met at an “Officers Club” 
which for you civilians is military for 

“Private Bar”… OORAH! 

SS: How long have you been sailing? 

Kathy: First time I went out sailing was with 
Mike in 1986. I also attended the Adult 
Sailing School at NCYC and now we 

race on Tuesdays out of MBC. 

SS: Have you owned a sailboat and if so, 
how many, what are their names, etc.? 

Which is your favorite? 

Kathy: We have had many boats, a 22’ Sea 
Ray, a 27’ Sea Ray, and a J-24.  The J-
24 is the only sailboat and is named 
Mariner. My favorite is the 27’ Sea Ray, 

shh, don’t tell Mike. 

SS: Any exciting stories to share about sail-

ing? 

Kathy: The very first time I ever went sailing 
with Mike, (on our 2nd date) the motor 
wasn’t running and we nearly ran into a 
sea wall.  Mike hoisted the sails and 
expertly maneuvered the boat within the 
small confines of the channel and nar-
rowly escaped disaster.  It was amaz-
ing!  We’ve had many fun and scary 
stories since then, horror stories even, 
including many knockdowns and even a 
woman-over-board situation, just ask 

Peggy! 

SS: Where is your favorite place to sail? 

Kathy: I love going to Put-In-Bay and visiting 

the Ohio State Buckeye Bar. 

SS: If you could sail anywhere in the world 
on any boat, where and what would it 

be? 

Kathy: I love the Caribbean and would sail 

on any boat Mike picks out! 

SS: Will you be joining any of the club cruis-

es or Holiday cruises?   

Kathy: Yes!  

SAILOR’S  

SPOTLIGHT 

By  

Troy  

Willett 



Welcome New 

Member! 

Bill Mercer lives in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan and is a retired engineer 

from General Motors.  

Bill grew up around the Great 

Lakes and has been boating on 

Lake Erie for many years. His hob-

bies include boating, cooking, trav-

el, and model railroading.  

AYC  

Weekend 

Fun! 



MONROE BOAT CLUB CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE 

Stay up to date with all of the club’s events on the web site: www.monroeboatclub.org 

 BURGER NIGHT  

Thursdays 5:30-8:00 pm 

Offering Delicious  

Homemade Soup! 

  1 - Dock Assignment Mtg. 2pm 

     - Tim Cartwright (bar) 2pm 

  4 - Book Club 12n 

11 - Auxiliary Mtg. 7pm 

11 - Board Meeting 7pm 

12 - Sail Fleet Mtg. 6:30pm 

14 - Bar Work Party 8am 

14 - Visiting Bus 

21 - Visiting Bus 

22 - Kids Easter Party 1pm 

25 - Gen. Membership Mtg. 7pm 

26 - Travelogue (Erie Spirit) 

27 - ILYA Spring Meeting 

       @ Holiday Inn French Qtr. 

28 - MBC Commodore’s Ball 

  

 3 - Good Friday Fish Fry 

 4 - MBC Bus Trip 10am 

 8 - Auxiliary Mtg. 7pm 

 8 - Board Meeting 7pm 

22 - Gen. Membership Mtg. 7pm 

26 - CCEC Seminar 

27-28 ILYA Spring Meeting 

CLASSIFIED 
 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

1989 27 ft. Mirage Intimidator, 
twin-350 Magnums, 270 hp. No 

trailer. $7750/OBO Ken Rowland 
734-771-0153  

House for Sale: 711 Palmwood Ave, 3BR, 
2ba, 1980 SF, nice bsmt, 2.5 det garage. 
Built 1991, perfect condition, dead-end qui-
et street only 4.5 miles from the club.  

John Metter jmsm96b@comcast.net  

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

To place an ad, submit 
item(s), price, and contact 

information to Editor  

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

 

 YOUR AD HERE 

 

Ads will run two months. 
Sellers responsibility to 

notify Ed when sold. 

Ongoing Events: 

Sundays - Euchre 

3rd Mondays - Bunco 

Thursdays - Burgers 


