Volume 42, Issue 5

* MONROE BOAT CLUB *

May 2017

Club Commodore,
Dave Fetterly

Vice Commodore,
Dan Thomas

Rear Commodore,
Doug Sharp

ello all!
It’s finally May and the Docks are filling up.
Speaking of docks our Dock master Ron had a
great work party last week and the effort from all can
be seen. At the April Board of Directors Meeting the
board confirmed the appointment of Doug Sharp as
Rear Commodore for the balance of the 2017 year.
Please help us welcome him aboard.
Lady Nicole and I had the pleasure of attending
the BVYC commodores ball at Maumee Bay State
Park.
Due to Memorial Day, we will not have Commodore Breakfast in May.
All members and guests are invited to attend the
Memorial Day ceremony and breakfast on Monday
May 29 at 9:30am. The MBC Blue Gavel follows
hundreds of years of maritime tradition, as visiting
officers and your MBC officers assemble in their
summer uniforms for a solemn flag raising ceremony,
pay respect to members of each branch of the US
military, and a blessing of the MBC Fleet by our
club's own Fr. Darrin.
Following the ceremony, all are invited for breakfast and refreshments in the clubhouse.
On Sunday May 21, the CCEC will be hosting a
garage sale in the back room… please see flyer.
Also on the 21st, we are pleased to welcome the
band Senior Class to the pavilion along with a pizza
and salad lunch for sale. The Band plays 1-5 pm and
lunch will be noon-3:30.

f in doubt, Spring is Here! Boats are starting to
show up at the docks. We are starting to see
more and more of our members back from their
winter pilgrimages to the south. Welcome back. We
are looking forward to seeing you around the club.
We continue to have members expend their efforts in
improving the club. Thank you.
I still have two major projects in the works. We
had the drain lines for the roof units reinstalled and
the roof leaks addressed. After being tested by a
rainstorm we found we still had some leakage. There
was some rework performed and again we will inspect with a good heavy rain to see if we have completely addressed the sources of roof leakage. Next
step, if we got it, is the ceiling tile replacement. The
biggest challenge I have had yet is our plumbing
issue. I have tapped the insight knowledge of some
MBC members who have spent a career in this field.
Their input has been extremely beneficial. Still we
have found this is not a new concern, but a problem
that has given the club an increasing regularity over
the past years. I apologize for the inconveniences
that these sewer backups have caused. Fortunately,
we have secondary facilities. Presently we are scheduling to have this concern addressed in the coming
month. Rather than just tearing up floors and excavating down to the subservice plumbing, we are trying
to determine the exact point of concern within this
buried sewer line. Then go after the problem at that
point. Please be patient we will get there.
On a more positive note we are starting to have
the banquet room and club facilities being reserved
for more various functions in the coming months by
our members. If you want to reserve the banquet
room, outdoor barbeque gazebo and any supportive
accommodations please fill out the required contract
form. Submit the contract as spelled out in the form.
The contract is located in the wall file located in the
room next to the bar where the Ships Store is located, and can be downloaded from the club website
under the Our Club/Banquet Room tab http://
www.monroeboatclub.org/banquet-room. If you have
a question as to available dates please give me a
call. If you have any input or questions concerning
the club please feel free to contact myself, or any of
our Flag officers. Thank you.
We have scheduled a Regatta planning meeting
for May 2nd at 7:00. This year’s regatta is a poker run
regatta, which should result in a large robust turnout.
This is the signature MBC event for our club. I en-

ello MBC club members from the Rear and our
team. My name is Doug Sharp and I'm looking
forward to meeting you all in the future.
We'll be running lunch specials Mon-Fri, we will
also offer our regular menu every day. We're also
very excited to share with the members that Mandy
Taylor has been promoted to Asst. Bar Manager,
congrats Mandy. We have also hired a new bartender, Morgan Guild Yingling. Welcome aboard Morgan!
Things are starting to pick up here at the club
with boating season starting. We're looking forward to
the season to come, and looking forward to seeing
you all.

Thank you and safe boating to all.
Commodore
David Fetterly

Continued in column 3...

Doug Sharp
Rear Commodore

Vice Commodore continued...
courage all to be involved in this function. Being
involved with the planning is rewarding and the best
way to insure a successful regatta for our club.

Club/Community
Events Committee,
Charlotte Neuhauser
ACTIVITIES
•
May 3, 12:00, MBC Book Club
•
May 4, 7:00, Clean Water Harbor Presentation
•
May 21, 12-3 CCEC/MBC Garage Sale
•
June 6-7, 8-2, Environmental Career Day for 7th
Graders
•
June 15, 7:00, Kayaking Tips and Know-How
MBC Book Club…Judy Peterson leads
the group and writes, “The book club
members really enjoyed having each
person read/report on their own book
choice for the April meeting. So, we are doing the
same for the May 3 meeting! It seems we all have
many books stacked up to read! We welcome anyone
who would like to talk about books and enjoy some
time visiting and having lunch at MBC. The Book Club
Calendar is posted on the bulletin board at MBC. We
welcome anyone who would like to join us!” Any
questions, please email Judy Peterson at jpeterson4647@aol.com.
Clean Water Harbor…Boating is serious
business in Michigan: $4 billion in boat
trips and spending and 51,000 jobs
supported. The Michigan Clean Marina Program
promotes environmentally sound marina and boating
practices to reduce pollution, enhances fish and wildlife habitat and protects Great Lakes water quality.
Certification benefits include reduced insurance and
waste disposal costs, reduces pollution and improved
water quality, and enhanced club public image with
potential increased member use. MBC will host a
special presentation on May 4 by Brian Kelley, the
representative from the Clean Water Certification
Program (co-sponsored by the University of Michigan,
Michigan State University, the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality, the Boat Manufacturing
Association, and others). Toledo Beach Marina recently received its certification. Marinas and boat/
yacht clubs have an opportunity and a responsibility
to be good stewards of our waters. Come to the meeting, get first-hand information about the certification.
CCEC/MBC Garage Sale…Sunday,
May 21, 12-3 pm…Attention all garage sale lovers! You will have the
opportunity to visit a huge garage
sale, the Bolles Harbor Garage Sales
and the MBC Garage Sale on the
same weekend. To have a garage sale, we have to
have “stuff” to sell. Clean out your boats and homes,
bring it to the Club during the week of May 14-20,
closer to May 20 the better. If you wish to staff a table
and price it yourself and donate 15% to MBC, that’s
great. Anything that is left will be donated to one of
the charities in Monroe. Money earned from the garage sale will go towards the annual celebration of 30+
Year Members at the Change of Watch in November.
This poster was sent to MBC last year after the
Environmental Career Day was attended by about
100 students. On the inside each student wrote a
personal note about what they enjoyed. So many
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Power Fleet Capt.
Bill LeVally

Auxiliary,
Christine Rowland

Well spring is here, and the smell of wax and
paint is in the air. But I have to say as your POWER
FLEET CAPTIAN I feel let down, let me explain, it
pains me to say that the first boat spotted in a slip at
M.B.C. was a blow boat, way to go Mr. Huntly. Yes,
John this starts our battle to prove who is more dedicated, blow boaters or us gas guzzlers, let the summer fun begin.
As I try to figure out when and how I myself will
get the SANDLOT afloat I want to thank you all for
your support with the incoming busses we had this
month. O.R.Y.C. and Sunseekers graced us with
support for our club by stopping in and showing great
comradery that is shared by the boating community. I
was proud with the help of Jake Gieger to pull off our
own bus trip (the first in a long time) we had stops at
Seaway, Albamar, and Detroit beach. I am sorry that
we only had room for 30, had I known the response
we were going to have we would have shot for a
bigger bus. Next time.
As you probably noticed there have been a lot of
burgies from other clubs hanging around. Commodore Dave and myself have been busy hitting the road
spreading M.B.C. pride, what fun it is. If you get a
chance get out and enjoy some of these clubs, just
please don’t feel free to capture a burgee, that fun is
saved for the bridge of all clubs, so if you see someone from a visiting club taking ours please ask if they
are a flag officer.
P.F.C
Bill LeVally

The Auxiliary is happy to welcome our newest member, Dru Hudson. Dru is the spouse of General Member, Jim Hudson. Welcome Dru!!
Well, I told you that the Easter Party was going to be
a hopping good time!! What a turnout we had. Thank
goodness we had a beautiful day to do the Easter egg
hunt outside. I do not know where we would have
hidden all of those 210 eggs inside the club. I want to
thank everyone who took the time to help me out that
day - I could not have done it without all of you. I am
still getting compliments on what a fantastic party that
was. Thank you all again!
I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that when there is a party going on, whether it be
the children’s parties, a luncheon, etc., PLEASE do
not walk from the bar area through the kitchen to the
back hall. It is aggravating when you are trying to get
stuff out of the oven and you have people walking in
and through the kitchen. Please be considerate and
just take those few extra steps and walk around –
Thank you.
June will be the Auxiliary's burger month. If you are
willing to chair one or more of those burger nights,
please let me know.
Also, the Regatta is going to be here sooner than we
think. Right now, I am looking for volunteers who
would be willing to help with the picking up of food
items and helping with the preparation of the pulled
pork. I would also like to get a committee together as
soon as possible for the planning and organizing of
the food tent – so watch for an email from me here
shortly. In the meantime, if you are able to offer any
help, advice, any past secrets for a successful Regatta, or at least just to tell me how to do this, please let
me know at: christine7651@att.net or 313-303-2326.
You all know I will need all the help I can get….
Our next Auxiliary Board Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m. with the
Auxiliary General Meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. or
shortly thereafter. (Please note - it will not be held on
the usual 2nd Wednesday of the month)

CCEC continued...
comments covered the boat ride, and in the final
evaluations for the two days, the outstanding activities for the students were the U.S. Customs team
and their dog and the boat ride. There are a good
number of these students who have never had a boat
ride on Lake Erie before, and some have never even
seen the Lake before their time with us. Not only are
they learning a bit about their
role in being good stewards of
Lake Erie, but how important
the quality of the water is and
their responsibility in protecting
it. A brochure telling about
MBC is sent home in their
backpacks and for the last
several years, the two days
have been front-page news
with pictures in the Monroe
News. That’s called free advertising! These two days cannot
be held without the assistance of MBC members.
Approximately 8-10 boats with captains and cocaptains and volunteers to serve breakfast and
lunch, and supervise the students as they move
through the activities are needed for both days (June
6-7). Please let Charlotte Neuhauser, 248.982.8199,
cneuhauser@gmail.com, know if you’re available.
If you’re planning on traveling by
boat to any one of the countries
listed below, check out the “Boaters
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CCEC continued...
Guide To Crossing The Border”
http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2017/april/boaters
-guide-to-crossing-the-border.asp. It includes information about crossing to: Canada, Cuba, Mexico,
Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and use of the NEXUS
Card.
Make sure your boat registration is
up to date. All watercraft, unless exempt, must be registered with the
Michigan Secretary of
State. Registrations expire March 31 in
the third year of issuance. Boaters can register their
watercraft online, by mail or in person. Learn more at
www.michigan.gov/boating.
Upcoming Events on the 2017
Drawing Board. Watch for announcements of 2017 events: kids
fishing derby and a rowing race

Dock Master
P/C Ron Soto

Sail Fleet Captain,
John Kauffman

Hard to believe your 2017 Board is already half
way through our term! And spring has definitely
sprung upon us! Well our contracted work for the
season is now complete and on time and within budget. The club has installed 17 new pilings throughout
the basin primarily on the main T and along the seawall facing the club lounge. There are now 7 new
brackets installed to help shore up the main T docks.
We have also had new tie backs installed along the
seawall to the left of our flag pole and new tie backs
between our new west property and our current club
seawall.
After reviewing the progress with our contractor,
we have proceeded in securing him again for more
work in the spring of 2018. This will include new
brackets under our main walkway to the main T, a
minimum of 10 more new pilings under the main T
along with 5 brackets which should really solidify the
dock past my time! In addition, we anticipate installing
5 new pilings on the parallel docks.
In short, we are making progress towards trying
to stay ahead of the curve in the maintenance of the
docks. I would also like to extend a very special thank
you to P/C Brian Moyer for his guidance and assistance as our contact point with our contractor! His
involvement was invaluable in making sure the key
points of the contracted work was done properly.
By the time you receive this print, we will have

Thankfully the weather seems to have turned and
we are finally to the point of being able to get our
boats ready to launch and go home to their docks in
our harbor. The Dock Master, Dock Committee and
their work parties have done a great job making repairs and prepping the docks for the upcoming year.
I know I am looking forward to completing the work I
need to do on my boat and getting my boat in the
water to start this summer's sailing season.
This year we are offering 16 Erik Peterson Jr.
Sail Scholarships to this year's sail camps. Thanks to
all the individuals and groups that make it possible for
us to make this sailing opportunity available to our
future sailors. In other sailing news, North Cape
Yacht Club is currently doing their Wednesday lecture
series and topics for May 3 (Race Management) and
May 10 (2017 -2020 Racing Rules changes) are of
special interest to sailors who race. Both of these
meetings start at 7 PM, and there will be food available to purchase starting at 6 PM both nights. We will
have our main registration and shakedown race for
our Tuesday night series racing on May 16th. Our
first official race of the season will be on Tuesday,
May 23rd. All boats participating in the series must
have paid their entry fee in order to be scored for the
race.
I look forward to enjoying everything our club has
to offer and hope everyone reading this is looking
forward to it too. See you at the club!

Dock Master continued...
already begun the projects which we ourselves as
members can attain. The power is up and running and
barring any issues, the water will be as well.
As many of you are aware, we are a Poker Run
regatta this year. I personally would like to see the
club spruced up for the many guests that we will be
hosting. Not to mention maintaining the upkeep and
appearance of OUR club.
With that, there is a lot of sanding and painting
projects that will be forthcoming that I would like to
accomplish prior to too many boats being at their
docks. If you can be of any assistance, please contact
me for dates and times. Of course, you will get work
hours. There are also many dock poles that can use a
coat of fresh paint. Lastly, Friday May 19th is the last
date to have your dock poles in the water. A charge of
$50.00 per pole for those without their dock poles
installed on May 20th.
Did I mention that we are already half way
through our term? Although I have stepped up to see
through some tasks that needed to be addressed, I
would welcome anyone who may be interested in the
position for next season. You would have an excellent
dock committee to work with that can help guide you
through the process. Feel free to contact me regarding the position and for help during our regatta or any
other projects upcoming! Have a safe and enjoyable
summer!
Best Regards for a safe boating season!
P/C Ron Soto
2017 Dock Master

Continued in column 3...

FLAG OFFICERS for 2017

BOARD of DIRECTORS

FINANCE COMMITTEE

P/C Mike Powers - P/C Brian Moyer
P/C Rodger Dutton - P/C Kathy Powers

Comm. Dave Fetterly - P/C Kathy Powers
P/C David Ryan - Bob Tasker
Fred Lemerand - Lance Piedmonte - Tom Snarey

Commodore.....................................................David S. Fetterly
dsfindustries@gmail.com (734) 625-5139

BLUE GAVEL OFFICERS

Vice Commodore…..............................................Dan Thomas

President.....................................................P/C Rodger Dutton

kajul@att.net (734) 735-1856

Vice President…………………......................P/C Chuck Wood

Rear Commodore....................................................Doug Sharp
club92monroe@gmail.com
Power Fleet Captain................................................Bill LeVally

AYC DELEGATES: Brian Moyer

Secretary. ............................... ...…..........P/C William Amatucci
Treasurer................................ …......................P/C Duke Finch
Chaplin ................................... .....................P/C John Peterson

johnrkauffmanjr@gmail.com (734) 847-6509

AYC ALTERNATES: Dan Thomas
Kristen Whitico - Rick Campbell
ILYA DELEGATE: P/C Mike Powers ALT: John Kauffman

Delegates…………………………....…………….P/C Ric Murray

ypsitool@yahoo.com (866) 893-0576
Sail Fleet Captain…..........................................John Kauffman

Larry Inguagiato - Bill Levally

P/C Jim Kozlowski

Roster & E-mail address changes..............Larry Inguagiato

President ................................. …..................Christine Rowland

______________________________________________

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

larry.inguagiato@mac.com

Vice Pres…..............................................................Linda Lamb

NEWSLETTER “HARBOR LIGHT”

Treasurer..................................................................Bob Tasker

Secretary ................................. ….......................Carolyn Dutton

Editor...............................................................Randy Treece

Secretary.................................................................Fred Hoitash

Treasurer........................................................Sue Van Thomme

randy.treece@icloud.com

Financial Secretary ………………………...…..Larry Inguagiato

Dock Master…......................................................P/C Ron Soto

SATIN GAVEL OFFICERS

Yard Master…………………………………………...Chuck Taylor

President……………………………...….………….Kathy Powers

Membership Chair....................John Kuriwchak / Mark Beverly

Vice-President……..................................................Linda Lamb

Historian..........................Charlotte Neuhauser/William Huntley

Secretary…………….........................................Celeste Hoitash

Obituaries..................Jim Brzuchalski-OH/James Kozlowski -MI

Treasurer…………….....................................Sue Van Thomme

Parliamentarian ..............................................Lance Piedmonte
Chaplain............................................................Fr. Darin Robert

DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION
20th of each month
_______________________________________________
Monroe Boat Club Web Site: www.monroeboatclub.org
Webmaster....................................................Larry Inguagiato

FIND MBC ON FACEBOOK!

larry.inguagiato@mac.com

CLASSIFIED
Exterior Boat Detailing
call Brian Amer for a quote
419-350-9945
For sale: Two six foot sections of
Bakers Steel Scaffolds.
Like new condition.
Asking three hundred dollars.
Contact Cyndi Gent
(313) 690-6904
(Ad: Dec 2016)

BOAT WASHING & WAXING
Using top quality material
Call early spring for estimate
and booking!
Steve Wright 734-634-2729
(son of Cyndi Gent)

Summer Storage Season
May 1- Nov 1
Winter Storage Season
Nov 1 - May 1
Contact Yard Master
Chuck Taylor
313-570-8961
JACKSTANDS for Sailboats
Chains & pads included (4) 48”
stands for sides (1) 42” stand for
under bow $300/offer
Call Bill 734-612-9842

For sale: Sailboat Morgan 27
1972, Good condition, Dacron
main, Dacron 150 (good condition),
Polyester/mylar 150 racing jib (4
yrs), Spin pole and spinnaker. Honda outboard 9.9 HP
Asking $4000
email: keelbolt72@gmail.com
(Ad: Mar 2017)

To place an ad, submit
item(s), price, and contact
information to Editor
****Ads will run two
months. Sellers responsibility to notify Editor
when sold.

MONROE BOAT CLUB CALENDAR-AT-A-GLANCE
Ongoing Events:
Thurs - Burgers & Soup
Tues - Sail Races @ 7pm
3 - MBC Book Club @ noon
4 - Clean Water Harbor Pres.
10 - MBC Board Meeting @ 7pm
14 - Happy Mother’s Day
16 - Sail Fleet Registration and
Shake Down @ 7p
19 – Dock Pole Installation
Deadline
20 - MBC Shakedown Cruise
to TYC
21 - Afternoon Band and Pizza
@ noon-5p
21 - Club Garage Sale @ 1-3p
23 - Tuesday Night Racing begins
24 - Aux Board Mtg @ 6:30
24 - Aux Gen Mtg @ 7p
24 - MBC Gen Member Mtg @ 7pm
29 - Blue Gavel Memorial Day
Service @ 9:30am

6-7 - Environmental Career Day
9-11 - Mills Trophy Race
14 - MBC Board Meeting @ 7p
15 - Kayaking Tips and Know-How
28 - MBC General Membership
Meeting @ 7pm

BURGER NIGHT
Thursdays 5:30-8:00 pm
With Delicious Homemade

Soup!

Stay up to date with all of the club’s events on the web site: www.monroeboatclub.org

