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Commodore ï Ron Soto 
Greetings from the Commodore! Kinda like Deja Vu! 
Let me start out with my acknowledgements first. 
Thank you to my wife Trish for the kind words of 
inspiration in running for the office. Secondly to both 
the previous board and the new board for all of your 

efforts in what had to be a very trying year with the pandemic. I, as 
many of you know have been noticeably under the radar. I will give 
my best efforts in conducting the business of the club. I'm not going 

to make 100% percent of you happy, but I will try. I'm human and not 
perfect, so therefore I am. 
We have many items to accomplish this upcoming year with a 
seawall replacement, west property improvements and a poker run 
regatta which I will leave to the appropriate board members to 
discuss and communicate with the membership. With that, I look 
forward to serving you and look forward to a productive year. Thank 
P/C Dan Martin for your efforts in leading the club in 2021.  In closing, 
I wish all of you a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving.

Vice Commodore ï Dustin Diehl 
Hello MBC!  There are several events that are 
planned throughout the year.  All current "planned 
events" have been loaded into the MBC calendar. 
Most events have been posted on the MBC Facebook 
page. There are a lot of opportunities to help your 

Club and get your work hours in.  A great opportunity is work on 
Thursday Burger Nights.  The Banquet Room is again available for 
private party rentals, dinners and other gatherings at its full capacity. 
 

Rear Commodore ï Fred Hoitash 
Over the last several years, Iôve had the opportunity to 
work with, and for, many of you during my time as 
Member, Secretary, Vice Commodore, Commodore, 
Director and as one of the Directors of MBC-
Association.  As I begin this new journey as your Rear 

Commodore, I will need to learn a lot of things, listen to a lot of ideas 
and work with MBCôs great staff of bar tenders.  Most importantly I 
must continue to make the Bar and Banquet Room areas where all 
of our members can enjoy a beverage, share fellowship and have a 
great time. 
Rear Commodore Brian Moyer is wrapping up two very complicated 
and trying years, maintaining the safety of the members and 
employees, and doing all that was needed to follow the ever-
changing rules so the bar could be open.  He has done a lot to make 
the operations of the bar more effective and efficient.  Utilizing the 
help of some motivated members and by empowering some of his 
staff, he has created an operation that is closer to a real business.  
In doing so, he has created a Rear Commodoreôs position that is 
sustainable for future Rear Commodores.  He has set the bar high.  
Fortunately, he has allowed me to work with him over the last couple 
of months, as my time has allowed.  So I dare say, put me in coach.  
Iôm ready to play. 

Over the last couple of weeks, Iôve been able to talk to some 
members about continuing some of the events that go on in the bar.  
Weôve even talked about adding some new ongoing events for the 
winter.  You all know that I am a big promoter of MBC as a boating 
club for all its members to enjoy.  Iôm interested in hearing your ideas 
for fun events, like the Euchre tables on Sunday.  Iôll also consider 
some entertainment for maybe one weekend a month through the 
winter.  These are ideas that have come up from members, and we 
can see how things shake out.  These events will be announced 
through either Mailchimp or the new web site email service. 
Iôm excited about taking on the position of Rear Commodore and, 
with your help, I believe it will be a great year for all of us.  I ask your 
patience as I get going and your understanding if we occasionally 
run out of a food item, or your brand of beer, booze or wine.  There 
are a number of worsening shortages going on.  Here is what I 
downloaded from the State of Michigan web site today while ordering 
ï ñRecently there has been a noticeable increase in out-of-stock 
items.  There are many products that are having severe supply 
shortages due to many factors, such as shipping, glass shortage, 
aging requirements, demand, etc.  We are aware of these shortages 
and are working to get the products available as soon as possible.ò 
Thank you for entrusting me for this position.  Itôs going to be fun. 
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ñDon't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that 
you plant.ò  Robert Louis Stevenson

Power Fleet Capt. ï Tony Schippa 
Happy Fall everyone. 
Now that we're heading into the non-boating season 
itôs time to start planning for the 2022 season.  I'll have 
sign-up sheets up sheets in the club for the following 
events. 

1. Burger nights for Dec & Jan fundraisers for the AYC 

Commodoreôs Ball in Feb. 

2. AYC hospitality room 

3. Poker Run 2022 team 

4. Club Rendezvous 

This will be a fun way to earn those work hours. 
AYC: 
This year's total for the poker run came in at 3,295 people, 488 boats 
and 9210 miles logged in, thank you again to all the MBC members 
who attended. This year there will be no pool league for the AYC. If 
you're interested in playing contact me there will be a group getting 
together and playing this year. The next regatta will be held at Toledo 
Ice Yacht Club. I'll post the dates once I get them. 
Next year the I-LYA Power and Sail Regattas will swap dates.  The 
power regatta will be July 27-31 2022 the sail regatta will be Aug 5th-
7th 2022.  
See you at the club. 

Sail Fleet Capt. ï Dan Montgomery 
I am pleased to become the Monroe Boat Club Sail 
Fleet captain for the coming year.  I first want to thank 
John Davis for the fine job he did for the past two 
seasons.  In addition to the annual racing events and 
activities that we sponsor, we are hoping this year to 

be able to plan several joint Sail Fleet and Power Fleet weekend 
cruises. I welcome suggestions and feedback. 
My Contact information is email: danmont@umich.edu  or phone; 
734-905-0449. 
 

Dock Master ï Dave Volker 
Well, here we go again with another year of being 
MBC Dock Master.  Aquaman continues!    
The passion we had on the board in 2021, I know will 
carry over for 2022 board.  Iôm looking forward to 
another year of being Dock Master and applying what 

I learned in 2021 to 2022.  Iôm still taking suggestions for ideas for 
our docks.  Some you have seen and some you havenôt.  You may 
see in the future though.  Plans have been made for some of your 
ideas to be put in place.  Keep them coming.   
By the time you see this, the water system will be shut off and 
winterized.  Bubblerôs will be in place and the Seawall project will be 
beginning.  Another busy year for the docks.  
Dock poles will need to be removed by Midnight November 12th. If 
you re-rented a dock, you are responsible for removing the dock 

poles. If you offered your dock for re-rent and donôt know whether it 
was re-rented, please call me. If the dock was not re-rented, the dock 
holder is responsible for pulling the dock poles. If you did an 
interseason switch with somebody, the dock you switched to is your 
responsibility.  There is a $50.00 per pole charge if the dock master 
has to pull your poles.  I would like to ask to use the brackets that I 
put in last month as in a way to secure your poles to the docks. This 
is using the existing dock brackets and will alleviate a trip hazard on 
the main docks, power washing in the spring made easier, and not 
screwing anything to the docks as in the future these will be sooner 
or later, composite wood.   See diagram in photo section.  
Once again, thank you for the opportunity of serving MBC as your 
Dock Master. 

Auxiliary ï Shawna Powell 
I would like to say thank you for allowing me to serve 
you as Auxiliary President in 2021 and Iôm excited to 
be returning for another round in 2022. Iôd like to 
introduce my board for the 2022 year: 
 

¶ Vice President - Sharon Bagley 

¶ Secretary - Jenny Fransisco 

¶ Treasurer- Olga Collino 

¶ Board Members: 

o -Linda Lamb 

o -Judy Peterson 

o -Megan May 

o -Kim Fuller 

Thank you all for volunteering your time for our club, I look forward 
to working with you all in the upcoming year. 

Auxiliary held their Annual Dinner Meeting on Friday, October 15th. 
We had a good turnout, and many thanks to Chris Johnson and his 
kitchen crew for preparing a fabulous dinner for us. Also, thanks to 
the MBC board for being our dashing servers for the evening. 
On Friday October 22nd, Auxiliary put on the Annual Membership 
Dinner. I have so much gratitude for my crew that helped me to make 
this a successful event, thank you for the hours put in.  
Sunday, October 24th, Jenny Fransisco chaired Trunk or Treat. Due 
to the weather, everyone was forced to change up their decor from 
trunks to tables in the backroom, but the event went off without a 
hitch. Everyone had a fantastic time and there were some amazing 
decorations and costumes. 
Our next Auxiliary meeting will take place on Thursday, November 
18th at 7:00, with a board meeting held prior at 6:30. After that, 
meetings will continue to be held on the second Wednesday of the 
month. 
If anyone has any questions or ideas, please always feel free to 
contact me.

CCEC Update ï Charlotte Neuhauser 
ACTIVITIES 

¶ MBC Book Club, November 3, noon 

NEWS 

Book Club: Judy Peterson writes: ñMBC book club will 
meet Wednesday, November 3, at noon in the back room 
of the club. We will be discussing The Lincoln Highway 

by Amor Towels. Anyone interested should come and join our group! 
Hope to see everyone there!ò 
 

mailto:danmont@umich.edu


MBC  Harbor Light  Novem ber  20 21  

 Page 3  

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) has provided an update on its 2020 State of the Great Lakes 
report. There are 11 remaining Great Lakes Areas of Concern (AOC) 
in Michigan in various states of remediation. Mitigation work on 
Beneficial Use Impairments (BUI) and monitoring continue on these 
long-term projects to restore natural habitat fouled by contamination.  
Those rivers closest to Monroe are the Detroit River, the Rouge 
River, and the River Raisin. In the Detroit River, ñof 11 BUIs, two 
have been removed: tainting of fish and wildlife flavor and restrictions 
on drinking water consumption or taste and odor problems. 
Extensive habitat restoration has been accomplished recently 
including the installation of fish spawning reefs, shoal restorations 
around islands in the river to protect and create wetlands and slow 
water areas and several projects have been completed on Belle Isle 
restoring habitat for a variety of fish and wildlife species. Current 
priorities include characterizing the chemical contaminants in the 
river sediment and working toward remediation of these areas.ò 
Rouge River: ñThere are 11 habitat restoration projects either in the 
design or implementation phase. In addition, there is an effort to 
design a habitat enhancement project for the Rouge Flood Control 
Channel to improve fish migration from the Detroit River into the 
Rouge River watershed. Contaminated sediment assessment work 
also continues to address the remaining BUIs, primarily within the 
lower main stem of the Rouge River.ò  
River Raisin: ñAll planned projects for the AOC were complete in 
2016 when the remaining PCB contaminated sediment was 
removed, and a cap installed. Research and monitoring are 
continuing on the bald eagles, herring gulls and fish of the area to 
assess the remaining four BUIs, which are restrictions on fish and 
wildlife consumption, bird or animal deformities or reproductive 
problems, and restrictions on dredging activities.ò More details may 
be found at www.Michigan.gov/MIEnvironment . 

A new series of webinars, Michiganôs NotMISpecies, is sharing 
current information about invasive species and whatôs being done to 
address them. There are 10 new sessions focused on emerging 
threats, new research and technology, educational opportunities and 
ñhow-toò tips for managing invasives in your backyard. Recorded 
sessions are available at www.Michigan.gov/EGLEEvents. They are 
useful for sharing with students, colleagues and friends. The next two 
that may be of interest to you are:  
November 10, 2021, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 
Woolly bully: A new invasive adelgid to watch for in Michigan 
Since invasive balsam woolly adelgids arrived in North America in 
the early 20th century, the tiny insects have killed countless fir trees 
in the northeast, west, and southeast. In August, the invasive insect 
was detected in Michigan. Since then, the Michigan Departments of 
Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) and Natural 
Resources have been working to protect native balsam firs and 
popular Fraser and concolor firs, mainstays of the stateôs Christmas 
tree industry. Join MDARDôs Robert Miller to learn about 
identification, potential environmental threats, and the stateôs efforts 
to eradicate balsam woolly adelgid. 
February 16, 2022, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 
The AIS-Team: Conservation officers on a mission to prevent 
invasive species 
Whether itôs tracking invasive species imports or making sure 
boaters ñClean, Drain, and Dry,ò conservation officers play a key role 
in Michiganôs Invasive Species Program. Corporal Nick Torsky of the 
Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Divisionôs 
Great Lakes Enforcement Unit will discuss the unitôs role in the battle 
against aquatic invasive species. Join Corporal Torsky to learn more 
about enforcement of boating and bait-related regulations, oversight 
of Michiganôs organisms-in-trade, interagency cooperation across 
the Great Lakes Basin, and some recent investigations that highlight 
the Departmentôs enforcement efforts. 

MBC-A (501c3) Update 
The MBC-Association is the clubôs 501(c)3 arm, and as a charitable 
non-profit organization the MBC-A is able to provide programs and 
resources that are not funded through the clubôs General Fund. 
 
Update on MBC-A Projects: 
In collaboration with administrators of MCISD and Monroe Public 
Schools, almost all events are on hold until next spring.  
MBC-A has been awarded a grant from the Monroe County 
Environmental Grant Fund covering the majority of the costs for the 
Environmental Career Day for 7th graders, scheduled for June 8-9, 
2022.  Thank you Mr. Dan Rock and Monroe County! 
 
As soon as we can find several more coaches for the 5th-6th Grade 
Fishing Club, weôll start. I know there must be a couple or a single 
person out there who would enjoy working with some great kids on 
fishing. There is a curriculum with daily lesson plans ready for you to 
use. The sessions meet one late afternoon (4:15-6:00) every other 
week (no meetings in December). Work hours are available. 
 
The Maritime Careers Day is scheduled for either spring or fall of 
2022 (waiting for decision by the MPS administration), and a brand-
new Weather/Sailing Seminar for 10th grade girls will be held next 
fall. Planning for this new seminar will begin with NOAA in January. 
 

MBC-A is an affiliate of the Amazon 
Smile program.  At no extra cost to you 
when you buy from Amazon, Amazon 

donates 0.5% of your purchase price to MBC Association on 
purchases made through Smile.Amazon.com.  Just select ñMBC 
Associationò as your preferred charity.  
 
For the first quarter of 2021, Jan 1 to March 31, your purchases 
supported Amazonôs donation of $79.58 to MBC-A, which arrived on 
May 22. 
 
This really makes a big impact for MBC-A and helps to support 
programs like the Kidôs Fishing Derby.  Since we began the 
partnership with AmazonSmile, we have received a total of $356.47! 
 
You can help the MBC Association of the Monroe Boat Club with its 
projects by taking advantage of Amazon Smile 
http://smile.amazon.com and indicate MBC Association as your 
charity, Amazon will give 0.5% of the purchase price for each item to 
MBC-A by depositing it directly into MBC-Aôs bank account. It does 
not add to the cost of the item youôre purchasing, but it is taken from 
the purchase price that Amazon receives.  The Amazon items and 
purchase prices are the same as for those you donôt purchase 
through Smile.  When signing in to Amazon, simply use the following 
link http://smile.amazon.com to purchase your items. Make sure you 
are using our charity by clicking on MBC Association within the 
Amazon site.

                                                                                         

http://www.michigan.gov/MIEnvironment
http://www.michigan.gov/EGLEEvents
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Items of Interest 
MBC Nominating Committee Message 

 

2022 MBC Board Positions 
 

 

Office    Officer     

Commodore:   P/C Ron Soto   

Vice Commodore:  Dustin Diehl    

Rear Commodore: P/C Fred Hoitash    

Power Fleet Captain: Tony Schippa    

Sail Fleet Captain:  Dan Montgomery 

Secretary:   Jamie OôBrien 

Treasurer:   Fabrizio Biundo 

Financial Secretary: Lance Piedmonte 

Dock Master:   Dave Volker  

Director 1   P/C Dan Thomas   (1-yr term) 

Director 2   P/C Jeff Morrow    (2-yr term) 

Director 3   P/C John Peterson   (3-yr term) 

Director 4   P/C David Ryan   (4-yr term) 

Finance Committee: Fred Lemerand  (Term Ends Oct 2024) 
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MBC Club and Member Photos 
  

 

 

 

A Few Pics from the Sail Fleet Annual Dinner and Awards October 1st 
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Dock pole suggestion ï see Dock 
Masterôs article above. 
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2021 Gunnerôs Award: P/C Wendy 
Campbell 

2021 Member of the Year: Carl Laura 

2021 MBC Board 
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Debbie and Carl Laura celebrate their 40th Anniversary at MBC, surrounded by 
family, friends and other MBC couples with 40 (or close) years of marriage!  
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MBC Members at various Halloween Parties around town! 


